MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 20, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, November  20, 2008 at 7:02 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Absent:

Mr. Plager
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
’s HHHH
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 08-21 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO CREATE NEW SECTION 4-15 ENTITLED “MASSAGE AND BODYWORK THERAPY ESTABLISHMENTS.”
November 20, 2008

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-21 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-23 by title for second reading and read the following: 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO PURCHASE PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED AS LotS 2 AND 3 IN BLOCK 5, AND LOTS 2, 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 3.04, 3.05, 3.06, 4 AND 5 IN BLOCK 6 ON THE TAX MAP OF Warren TOWNSHIP, LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE INTERSECTION OF DEAD RIVER ROAD AND FRONTAGE ROAD, COMPRISED OF 89.62± aCRES, KNOWN AS THE D’ANGELO PROPERTY, FOR OPEN SPACE AND
RELATED PURPOSES, AS AUTHORIZED BY CHAPTER II OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP GENERAL ORDINANCE FOR OPEN SPACE AND BY N.J.S.A. 40:12-15, ET SEQ., AND AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $410,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND. 

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, question the amount of the ordinance, as upon introduction the amount was $360,000.  Mr. Krane explained that the overage is utilized for miscellaneous expenses, such as legal and is customary.  Mr. Lakatos noted that this property has wetlands and questioned the purchase.  The governing body explained that this land will be preserved.  Mr. Lakatos mentioned that the governing body discussed lowering the percentage that the residents pay to the open space trust fund.  The governing body stated that they would discuss in the future.
The public hearing on this ordinance was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-23 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular session minutes of November 6, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Sordillo referred to a letter from a resident requesting that the Township offer trash collection.  The residents would pay for this service through their taxes and then be able to write it off.  The governing body directed Mr. Krane to research.

Mayor DiNardo noted that he will be attending a meeting at the High School to discuss conservative spending.  Mrs. Garafola stated that there should be a round table to discuss this.  The Chinese American community expressed concern over school spending.  The governing body directed Mr. Krane to reach out to the High School to set up a meeting.
The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.  No one wished to speak.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-255 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-255 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-24 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3-21 ENTITLED “PENALTY” OF CHAPTER III ENTITLED “GENERAL POLICE REGULATIONS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO REVISE AND UPDATE THE MAXIMUM PENALTIES SET FORTH THEREIN.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 08-24 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-256

PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER CLINE
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2008-257
AUTHORIZING HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION FOR 209 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
2008-258
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT WITH 
QUEST ENVIRONMENTAL & ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 

2008-259

ESTABLISHING CONTRIBUTIONS FOR HEALTH

INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES

2008-260
AUTHORIZING OF GREEN ACRES GRANT AND EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH NJDEP FOR AMENDMENT #3 OF THE GREEN ACRES PROJECT INCENTIVE GRANT
2008-261
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP VEHICLES

2008-262
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT – 


MT. BETHEL FIRE CO.

2008-263
CANCELLATION OF TAXES – TOWNSHIP OWNED PROPERTY
2008-264
PETITION COAH FOR SUBSTANTIVE CERTIFICATION WITH 
AN ADOPTED HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLAN
2008-265
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $31,300

Resolutions No. 2008-256 through No. 2008-265 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to schedule the Reorganization Meeting on January 5, 2008 at 8:00 a.m.

The governing body agreed to the proposed 2009 holiday schedule.
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The governing body discussed the volunteer application process regarding OEM/Rescue and Fire.  Fingerprinting and criminal background checks will be required.

Chapter 14 entitled “Swimming Pools” of the Township Code will be deleted as there are other Zoning Ordinances that regulate pools.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Hooker, 196 Mount Horeb Road, was again present, at the request of the governing body, to further report the poor condition of his property due to construction at 198 Mount Horeb Road.  Some debris was removed.  The Mayor stated that if the owner of property at 198 Mount Horeb Road does not comply with the requirements set forth to resolve the problem, a stop work order will be issued.  Mayor DiNardo will again visit the property over the weekend.
Mr. Lakatos stated, that due to the Supreme Court overturning the ruling on aid to Abbot School Districts, affluent towns will be negatively affected.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –   Affordable Housing/Spending Plan

 



and Block 79, Lot 6.03 

Litigation – D’Onofrio vs. Warren Township
Potential Property Acquisition – Block 49, Lot 3

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:30 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:45 p.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

