MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 15, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, November 15, 2007 at 6:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and November 5, 2007 and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato (arrived at 6:35 p.m.)



Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – Interview for position of Police Captain

Potential Land Acquisition -  Block 50, Lot 3
Potential Sale of Property – Block 11, Lot 1 

Contract Negotiations - PBA

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:05 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:20 p.m. 

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2007-253 entitled “APPOINTING ARTHUR CECCATO TO THE RANK OF POLICE CAPTAIN” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was as follows:
Mr. DiNardo


Aye

Mr. Plager


Aye

Mrs. Garafola

Aye

Mr. Salvato


Abstain

Mayor Sordillo

Aye

Resolution No. 2007-253 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Plager left the meeting at 7:26 p.m.

Mrs. Garafola read a Certificate of Recognition for Joe Passaro, former member of the Recreation Commission.  Mr. Lazo, Recreation Commission member, commended Mr. Passaro for all his hard work and fine efforts, especially for the successful completion of the turf field at Duderstadt, which was his plan.  Mr. Passaro expressed his appreciation.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Resolution No. 2007-230, entitled “AUTHORIZING APPOINTING OF MEMBERS TO THE FIRE/POLICE DIVISION OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Ms. DiRocco, administered the Oath of Office to all those appointed.

Mr. DiNardo read a proclamation recognizing National Family Caregivers week.
On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of October 18, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Sordillo reported on a second meeting held regarding school funding by the State.  He recommended asking the Governor to change the funding per pupil.  The Abbot districts receive more per pupil.  The requested change is to allocate an equal amount to every pupil in all districts.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, questioned the cancellation of balances resolutions.  Mr. Krane explained.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-229 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-229 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. DiNardo made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 07-67 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A PEDESTRIAN TRAIL EASEMENT ON BLOCK 55 Lot 2 (TO BE KNOWN AFTER SUBDIVISION AS LOTS 2.01 AND 2.02) FROM WYCHWOOD FARMS, LLC. TO WARREN TOWNSHIP

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-67
was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mrs. Garafola made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 07-68 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” (SECTION 2-6 ENTITLED “FEES FOR VARIOUS MATERIALS”) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, ADOPTED DECEMBER 21, 1972, AS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IS HEREBY SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-68 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 07-69 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VACATION AND RELEASE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN’S RIGHTS, TITLE AND INTEREST IN THE 20’ X 40’ SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT LYING AND BEING IN THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS 125 MOUNTAINVIEW ROAD, LOT 1.02 IN BLOCK 36 ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, AS BEING NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE DUE TO THE TOWNSHIP’S CONSTRUCTION OF AN UPGRADED PUMPING STATION ON 129 MOUNTAINVIEW ROAD.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-69 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 07-70 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO UPDATE AND REFLECT THE AMENDMENTS TO THE SOURCE SEPARATION/RECYCLING ELEMENT OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY SOLID WASTE PLAN.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-70 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 07-71 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION,” SECTION 2-3 ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF WARREN
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-71 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-231 through No. 2007-252, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-231 through No. 2007-252 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body declined to participate in a police consolidation study through the County.

Mr. Krane stated that there is a $2,743,000 balance in the Open Space Trust fund for the Township.

The governing body agreed to the 20 year Fire Department apparatus replacement plan submitted by the Fire Chief.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the County is requesting input to their 2008 Capital Plan.  Mr. DiNardo stated that the County is only concerned with moving traffic quickly through towns.  Warren does not want thruways or major intersections.  Mrs. Garafola stated that funds should be expended to repair bridges in Warren.  Mr. Krane will address the bridges with the County and inquire about King George Road and Mount Horeb Road traffic issues.
The governing body agreed to the 2008 holiday schedule for the employees.

Mr. Krane stated that a wetlands application needs to be submitted,
regarding a property on 7th Street.  The developer wants to place a sewer extension through the Township right-of-way in a wetlands area and the Township must sign the application to NJDEP.  The governing body denied the request.  The extension should be placed in the subject property.  The developer must go back to the Sewerage Authority.

November 15, 2007

Mayor Sordillo spoke of a large donation by a family to the Watchung Hills Pop Warner Association.  The Association would like to name the Pop Warner field after this family.  The governing body agreed.  The Mayor will inform the Association.  
Mrs. Garafola suggested writing a letter to Assemblyman Munoz relative to the Lyme Disease problem in Warren and the formation of a sub-committee.  A survey will be placed in the next Township newsletter.

Mayor Sordillo spoke of the use of the Morris Union Jointure Commission school facility in Warren and the issue of the YMCA negotiating for use of the pool.  Recreation is willing to work with both parties; however, the school must be reminded about their offer to allow residents use of the pool.  The condition would be that resident would be permitted to utilize the pool for a small fee.  Mr. Krane detailed the issue.  Mr. Chadwick will be asked to review the issue.

Mr. Belardo addressed the issue of reappointment of the Sub-code Plumbing Inspector.  Mr. Pacilio was given the required Rice Notice.  He asked that the matter be discussed in open session; however he was unable to attend the meeting this evening.  Mr. Krane does not recommend the reappointment of Mr. Pacilio.  Mr. Krane does recommend using a third party agency.  

Mrs. Garafola made a motion to “not to reappoint and not to grant tenure” to Angelo Pacilio, Sub-code Plumbing Inspector for Warren Township.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, asked the status on senior citizen housing.  The Mayor stated that it is still being considered and will take more time.
Mrs. DelVecchio, Senior Citizen resident, stated that it is time the Township created housing for seniors.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Lane, stated that New Jersey is the only state that does not have a State University.  “Rutgers” is not “New Jersey”.  He complained that the Executive Session should start after the open session.  He stated that voters rejected all statewide questions on the 
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ballot.  He asked again that the open space tax for Warren is reduced or eliminated.

The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

