MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

  OCTOBER 27,  2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, October 27, 2011 at 7:03 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mayor DiNardo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Farnella, Landscape Architect, gave a presentation on a plan for the Wagner Farm Arboretum property.  The plan is a long term vision which includes a multi purpose building between the Silos a native garden surrounding the building.  Mrs. Garafola stated that the 
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Arboretum Foundation would be responsible for funding the greenhouse and native garden.  Township insurance money will pay for the building.  The Mayor noted that people can donate to the Arboretum Foundation.  The plan would be completed in phases starting with the building.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-17 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED “ZONING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, BY RECOGNIZING AND PROTECTING PRE-EXISTING NON-CONFORMING DEVELOPMENT IN THE R-65 AND R-130/65 ZONE DISTRICTS

Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  The Planning Board discussed this ordinance at a meeting held on October 24, 2011 and determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.  

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-17 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 11-18 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT ORDINANCE NO. 2011-01 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND DETERMINE SALARY AND WAGE RANGES AND OTHER COMPENSATION TO BE PAID TO CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET”, IS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-18 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Regular and Executive Sessions of October 6, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, inquired about Resolution No. 2011-215 regarding lighting of fields.  Mr. Krane informed him that the lighting will be paid by the Soccer Association.  
The Comments portion of the meeting was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-214 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-214 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2011-215 
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO OPERATING AGREEMENT WITH WATCHUNG HILLS SOCCER ASSOCIATION AND HILLS LACROSSE FOR THE USE OF EAST COUNTY RESERVE AND THE INSTALLATION OF LIGHTING BY WATCHING HILLS SOCCER ASSOCIATION.

2011-216
APPOINTING HERBERT HENTSCHEL TO THE RANK OF POLICE LIEUTENANT, 2ND GRADE
2011-217
PROMOTING JOSEPH COHEN TO THE RANK OF SERGEANT, 2ND GRADE, IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

2011-218 
EXTENSION OF AWARD OF CONTRACT - SNOW PLOWING TO F & M LANDSCAPING

2011-219
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF #2 DIESEL, SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT

2011-220
AWARD OF CONTRACT – ROCK SALT THROUGH SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT

2011-221
AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF FIREWORKS PERMIT WATCHUNG HILLS POP WARNER

2011-222
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND–STREET OPENING PERMITS #2011-03, 2011-06, AND 2011-09

2011-223
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF   

CHAPTER 78, P.L. 2011 ENTITLED “PENSION AND HEALTH BENEFITS 

REFORM LAW OF 2011” TO ALL EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF WARREN

2011-224 AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICY- USE OF TOWNSHIP VEHICLES  

TO INCLUDE THE POSITION OF POLICE CAPTAIN

2011-225
AMENDING & ADOPTING SUSTAINABLE NEW JERSEY LAND USE PLEDGE

Resolutions No. 2011-215 through No. 2011-225 are appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola stated that there have been several meetings relative to the Barn at Wagner Farm.  The insurance payment is $336,000.  The barn will be demolished but the Silos can be saved.  There are funds in the Open Space Trust Fund.  She asked if the governing body would be willing to authorize an architect so that there could be a design that 
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would include air conditioning, handicap bathrooms and a septic system.  The Mayor suggested an exploration to consider several architects through a competitive bid process.  Mr. Sordillo commented
that the project should be done in phases.  Mr. Krane and Mr. Lehrer  will draft a scope of service for the bid process.
Mr. Krane explained the Flexible Spending Account that is required by the provisions of the Pension and Health Benefits Reform Law of 2011.  This permits employees to set aside a portion of their salary on a tax deferred basis for their contribution for health and dental benefits and AFLAC.  There is a savings to the Township.
Mr. Krane addressed the Long Hill Township flood wall project.  They are attempting to pass a bond ordinance for the project.  There are concerns about possible flooding into Warren.  Mr. Sordillo suggested sending a letter to Long Hill asking them to reconsider and to hold off the project.  Warren needs to be protected.
Mr. Krane spoke of the recreation plan for basketball courts.  $60,000 can be taken from the Open Space Trust Fund for this project.  The governing body agreed to the concept and plan.  A bid process will commence in January 2012.

Mr. Chadwick, Township Planner, will be directed to review the Alternative Technology Committee recommendations.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, reiterated his request to cut the open space tax.
Ms. Smith, Sawmill Road, commented that during the hurricane she saw pipes floating in Cory Brook.  She expressed concern over the Long Hill Township Flood Wall project as well.

Mr. Whelan, 3 Mountain View Road, stated that he is in support of deer culling and the donation of the meat to the less fortunate.  He has noticed a big difference in the number of deer.

John Nordheim, 102 Hillcrest Road, thanked the governing body for their efforts.  The owner next door has had more horses at the farm 
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that is allowed and there are goats there.  The goats are dying.  The governing body will have this investigated.
Mr. Merklinger, 109 Mountain View Road, referred to a proposal given to the Township in August regarding allowing residents to hunt for the purpose of culling deer in Warren.  He also suggested requiring the Hunt Club that is allowed by the Township to cull deer, to pay the Township.  Mr. Lehrer stated a difference of opinion in that there is a safety issue and that the Club does a community service.  Mr. Merklinger reiterated that residents should be able to hunt too.

No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2011-226, seconded by Mrs. Garafola and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – Police Captain Interview

Contract Negotiations – Woodland School Reverter Clause
Litigation – D’Onofrio vs Warren
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:25 p.m.
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The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:00 p.m.

On motion of Mayor DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2011-227 entitled “APPOINTING ROBERT GLEN TO THE POSITION OF CAPTAIN IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-227 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk























