MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 18, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, October 18, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and October 16, 2007 and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato




Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

October 18, 2007

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Land Acquisition -  Block 49, Lot 3
Litigation – Ray vs. Warren Township
Contract Negotiations - CWA

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:45 p.m. 

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager recognized Mr. Bardy for his donation of AED’s to the Police Department and the Board of Education.
Mr. DiNardo read a proclamation recognizing Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Mrs. Garafola read a proclamation recognizing Microcondial disease awareness week.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-41 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $375,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION

AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND

Pursuant to Section 2-35.1 of the Township General Ordinances, 

the public hearing on this ordinance was held on August 30, 2007.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-41 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-62 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 7-3.4 ENTITLED “LIMITED      PARKING ON CERTAIN STREETS” OF CHAPTER VII ENTITLED                                    

 "TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE                                                            

 TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO ESTABLISH PARKING RESTRICTIONS FOR GRAY’S LANE WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-62 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-63 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-35 ENTITLED “OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND/OPEN SPACE SITE ACQUISITION ADVISORY COMMITTEE” OF CHAPTER II ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO REVISE AND UPDATE THE PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE USE AND APPROPRIATION OF THE TOWNSHIP’S TRUST FUND.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-63 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-64 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION," SECTION 2-4 ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF WARREN TOWNSHIP.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-64 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-65 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION”. 

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-65 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-66 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND DETERMINE SALARY AND WAGE RANGES AND OTHER COMPENSATION AND PERSONNEL BENEFITS TO BE PAID TO CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, AND AMENDS ORDINANCE 04-28, ORDINANCE 04-36, AND ORDINANCE 05-17.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-66 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, the Regular session minutes of September 27, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola recognized Mr. Reeder and Mrs. Mellen for their time in making the Codington Farmstead tours a success.
October 18, 2007

Mr. DiNardo stated that the progress on the construction of the turf field at the East County Reserve Park is going well.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive questioned resolutions on the agenda relative to canceling outstanding balances.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-208 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-208 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-209, with the exception of No. 2007-210, through No. 2007-225, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-209 through No. 2007-225 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Plager expressed a concern about the planned fireworks display at Stonehouse at Stirling Ridge catering establishment.  The resolution authorizing the display will be changed to add the requirement that the applicant must notify area residents.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2007-210, entitled “AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF FIREWORKS PERMIT – STONEHOUSE AT STIRLING RIDGE”, as amended, was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Resolution No. 2007-210 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane spoke of the issue of the YMCA negotiating with the Morris Union Jointure school in Warren to utilize the facility.  The general consensus of the governing body was that, if this would occur, it would change the use of the property.  The Sewerage Authority has a concern.  The issue will be monitored.  The Mayor commented that the school initially promised free use of the facility for Warren residents.
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The new vegetation management regulations by the Board of Public Utilities were discussed.  Residents from Helen Street were present and expressed concern over chemicals that JCP& L is planning to use that would control the growth.  The JCP&L representative stated that if a property owner refuses, the chemical would not be used.  The representative asked that the company be allowed to use the herbicide.  If the growth is not controlled, the company will be forced to use large equipment to cut the vegetation.

The governing body discussed the vacation of a portion, commonly known as a “bulb” on Fredrick Road.  The Township Engineer will review.
The governing body selected questions that will be asked to the Police Captain applicant.

The governing body decided to utilize Bernards’ sample resolution relative to hotel occupancy taxes.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution No. 2007-227, entitled “AUTHORIZING SALARIES FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES FOR 2007”, as amended, was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-227 is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos stated his opposition to the Warren open space tax.  He objected to using a portion of these funds for the turf field.  Mr. DiNardo commented that the Township is still buying parcels for open space.  This could be discussed at a later date and consideration could be made to possibly reduce the percentage that residents pay.
The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

Mr. Krane asked the governing body if the Township is willing to continue to adhere to the County rehabilitation program rules.  The Committee agreed.

The governing body referred to a letter from the County regarding police consolidation.  The general consensus was negative. The Mayor stated that the Chief should give his recommendation. 

October 18, 2007
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations - CWA

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:55 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:20 p.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

