MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 16, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 7:36 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and September 20, 2008 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Sordillo read a Certificate of Appreciation regarding a donation of an AED to the Township and presented the Certificate to Robert Bardy.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-19 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 08-19 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-20 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN AMENDED
CONSERVATION EASEMENT FROM SEOUNG AND DONNA BAIK ON 
THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS LOT 27.17 IN BLOCK 50 IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, AND APPROVING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE BAIK’S ENCROACHMENT UPON THE TOWNSHIP’S CONSERVATION EASEMENT ON THE PROPERTY
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-20 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

’s HHHH
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of September 25, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo noted that there have been reports of speeding in Greenwood Meadows.  The  Police will monitor.

The Mayor reported on a meeting with the Post Office.  Ground was broken for the new Post Office.  The Mayor thanked Frank for all his hard work.
Mr. Plager stated that the Dock Watch Hollow Quarry property purchased jointly with the County has come to fruition.
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Mr. Plager suggested that speed humps, similar to those utilized in Somerville, be considered in areas in Warren.

The Comments on Agenda items portion was opened.  No one wished to be heard and this portion was closed. 

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-221 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-221 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-222
AUTHORIZING DONATION OF POLICE CAR CAGE



TO THE BOROUGH OF RARITAN

2008-223
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT #2008-24
2008-224
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM NJDEP RECREATION TRAILS PROGRAM

2008-225
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM THE CHELSEA AND MOUNTAIN TOP SCHOOL 
2008-226
DENIAL OF TOWING LICENSE APPLICATION

2008-227
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP VEHICLES

2008-228
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO ROBERT C. POLLOCK, JR., ESQ.

2008-229
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO MICHAEL ROGERS, ESQ.
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2008-230
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN WARREN TOWNSHIP AND WARREN PBA LOCAL NO. 235

Resolutions No. 2008-222 through No. 2008-230 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane referred to the memo regarding employees opting out of medical insurance to receive a cash payment.  The savings to the Township would be over $9,000 per employee.  The cash payments to the employees would range from $1000 to $5000 depending on single, husband and wife, parent and child and family coverage that the employee would qualify for.  Mrs. Garafola requested that the employees be surveyed to determine how many employees would take advantage of the incentive.

Ms. Smith, President of the Wagner Farm Arboretum Foundation gave an overview and presented the design of the children’s garden.  Fifty plots were already rented.  She explained all the activities for the children.  Volunteers are needed for the program.  The governing body commended Ms. Smith.

The governing body discussed Community Hope’s proposal regarding housing for the disabled.  They will come to an upcoming meeting to give a presentation.
The governing body discussed appointing individuals as Sewer Assessment Commissioners for the Hill Hollow Sewer project.  They will further consider.

An ordinance regulating massage therapy businesses is being drafted and will be introduced at the next meeting.

The governing body agreed that the house at 206 Mountain Avenue should be demolished.  The repairs are too costly.

Mr. Krane noted that the application for a scenic byway designation along Route 78 is very extensive.  This will be further researched.
The governing body will further discuss the Alliance Bible Church property to determine the best use of this property.
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Mrs. Garafola and Mr. Sordillo, liaisons to the Recreation Commission, will discuss appointments to the Commission and offer their recommendation.

Mr. Plager suggested the investigation of lowering home assessments with the County Tax Administrator and Warren’s Tax Assessor.

Mrs. Garafola spoke of cutting spending as the 2009 budget preparation is coming up.  She suggested a letter be sent to the schools to ask them what they can do to cut spending and to reach out to other Mayors for ideas.  Mayor DiNardo suggested inviting school boards to a round table discussion.  The governing body agreed.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed as no one wished to be heard.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:27 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

