MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 8, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, October 8, 2009 at 7:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Garafola presented a Certificate of Recognition to Julie Gnoy honoring her for her work at the Wagner Farm Arboretum.

Representatives from the Somerset County Business Partnership gave a presentation on Economic Development relative to local level planning.  The governing body will review the materials provided at the meeting.
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Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-22 by title for adoption and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER IV OF THE TOWNSHIP’S CODE ENTITLED “LICENSING-GENERAL” BY LICENSING CHARITABLE CLOTHING BINS.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 09-22 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-23 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING FOR DEDICATION AN AMENDED CONSERVATION EASEMENT OVER LOT 17.03, BLOCK 59 AND LOT 17.04, BLOCK 59 FROM JOHN AND VALERIE RAYMONDS TO WARREN TOWNSHIP

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 09-23 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular Session and Executive Session Minutes of September 17, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The Comments on Agenda Items portion was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-226 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-226 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-24, by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF A PARCEL OF LAND KNOWN AS BLOCK 152, LOT 2

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 09-24 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-227 
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR 


LICENSE JCM CONTRACTORS INC. - POCKET LICENSE

2009-228
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR 


LICENSE VERDIS INC. - POCKET LICENSE

2009-229
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – WARREN CATERING LLC, 

BLOCK 212 LOT 20.01

2009-230
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND PHYSICAL THERAPY 


UNLIMITED, 
P.A. BLOCK 87.03   LOT 3

2009-231 
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT - ELEVATOR SUBCODE THIRD 


PARTY INSPECTION SERVICES TO BUILDING INSPECTION 


UNDERWRITERS 

2009-232
AUTHORIZING FILING OF GREEN ACRES GRANT APPLICATION 

AND EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH NJDEP
2009-234
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT 

2009-235
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 



REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF 


NEW JERSEY TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP POLICE 



DEPARTMENT IN THE SUM OF $75,000
2009-236
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP EQUIPMENT 


AND VEHICLES
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2009-237
AWARD OF CONTRACT – COMPENSATION RESOURCES, INC. 


FOR SALARY COMPENSATION EVALUTIONS
2009-238
AUTHORIZING CONTRACT WITH METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE CO.

2009-239
AWARD OF CONTRACT - HOOVER TRUCK CENTER – 



2009 ONE-TON MASON DUMP TRUCK

2009-240
AWARD OF CONTRACT -
FURNISH & INSTALL A FRAME 



MOUNTED V-BOX SPREADER ON THREE TOWNSHIP VEHICLES
2009-241
AWARD OF CONTRACT - SNOW PLOWING TO F & M 



LANDSCAPING
2009-242 
CHANGE ORDER #1 – MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 

PHASE II
Resolutions No. 2009-227 through No. 2009-242 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2009-233 entitled “AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF LOT 22.04 BL114 FROM CEREBRAL PALSY OF NORTH JERSEY, INC. TO CPNJ WARREN RESIDENCE, INC. TO ADVANCE THE HUD LOAN CLOSING OF SAID PROPERTY” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was as follows:
Mr. DiNardo



Aye

Mr. Sordillo



Aye

Mr. Plager



Aye

Mr. Salvato



Aye

Mayor Garafola


Abstain

Resolution No. 2009-233 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body requested recommendations for members from the Chair of the Watchung Hills Municipal Alliance Committee.
Mr. Krane informed the governing body that some Warren farm properties are on a list as candidates for future potential preservation by the Somerset County Agriculture Development.
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Mr. Krane spoke of the business, personal and property taxes that are paid to a municipality based on telecommunications equipment installed by communication companies in the right-of-way.  Since there has been a reduction in land lines the percentage has decreased.  If the increase falls below 51%, Verizon will no longer be required to pay.
The Township will monitor the percentage.
Mayor Garafola stated that the playground summer program was a success.

Mr. Krane noted that he is reviewing other Health Insurance Plans for the Township.

Mr. Lehrer gave an update on the farm issue at 108 Hillcrest Road.  There are zoning violations relative to the number of horses kept at the farm.  At a Municipal Court hearing, the Judge asked for additional briefing.  The owner of the farm was given 3 to 4 weeks.  There were construction code summons issued.  Violations in the aggregate could reach as much as $200,000.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, inquired as to when the Dock Watch Hollow Road overlay would be completed.  Mr. Krane informed him that the completion would be at the end of the month.  
Mr. Washkaw, 110 Hillcrest Road, spoke again of the water run off problems coming from the farm at 108 Hillcrest Road.  He requested that the owner of the farm be instructed to dig a 25 foot deep trench to alleviate the problem.  Mr. Lehrer stated that the best approach is to enforce the violations through Municipal Court and he will ask the Judge to impose the maximum penalties.
Mr. Nordheim, 102 Hillcrest Road, asked if the town can ask for reimbursement for various problems with neighbors’ properties as a result of the activities at the farm.  Mr. Lehrer stated that the town cannot do that.  It is a private matter between neighbors.

Mr. Salvato spoke of a manure management plan that is a law.  Mr. Krane noted that this is being researched.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.
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Mr. Sordillo introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations – Cell Tower, 198 Mountain Avenue
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:50 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:55 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

