MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 25, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, January 25, 2007 at 6:10 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and January 18, 2007 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato 




Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adriane Stewart, Chairperson of the Recreation Commission conducted an awards ceremony along with Mayor Sordillo.
Mr. Salvato presented a 20 year service recognition plaque to Mark Krane. The governing body commended Mr. Krane.   Mr. Krane expressed his appreciation.
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Tom Powers, Watchung Hills Lacrosse and Tony Novo, Watchung Hills Soccer Association gave a presentation relative to a proposal of the installation of a turf field at the rear of Duderstadt Field.  They spoke of safety issues due to the condition of the natural field and the number of children on these teams that use the field.  The Associations would be responsible for the preparation and maintenance of the field and would contribute $200,000.  The Township would be responsible for the installation.  The governing will review the project.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-01 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE RELEASING, EXTINGUISHING AND VACATING 

THE RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC IN A PORTION OF A STREET 

(CUL-DE-SAC) KNOWN AS OVERLOOK DRIVE, AND CONSOLIDATING THE VACATED PORTION WITH THE ADJACENT PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS LOT 29 IN BLOCK 85 ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
Ms. DiRocco stated that, pursuant to the requirements of the Municipal Land Use Law, notice of this ordinance and the public hearing date was sent certified mail to the County Planning Board and neighboring municipalities and certified and regular mail to affected property owners.  This ordinance was referred to the Planning Board. The Planning Board discussed this ordinance at a meeting held on January 22, 2007 and determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with the provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance. No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
Mayor Sordillo closed the public hearing on this ordinance.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No., 07-01 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-02 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE RELEASING, EXTINGUISHING AND VACATING

THE RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC IN A PORTION OF A STREET

(CUL-DE-SAC) KNOWN AS SUMMERHILL DRIVE, AND 

CONSOLIDATING THE VACATED PORTION WITH ADJACENT

PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS LOT 33.01 IN BLOCK 85 ON THE

TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN

Ms. DiRocco stated that, pursuant to the requirements of the Municipal Land Use Law, notice of this ordinance and the public hearing date was sent certified mail to the County Planning Board and neighboring municipalities and certified and regular mail to affected property owners.  This ordinance was referred to the Planning Board. The Planning Board discussed this ordinance at a meeting held on January 22, 2007 and determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with the provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.

Mrs. Hall, 8 Summerhill Drive, asked to be notified when the ordinance is recorded at the County, as this affects her property.  Ms. DiRocco stated that she will send a copy of the recorded ordinance to Mrs. Hall.
Mayor Sordillo closed the public hearing on this ordinance.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-02 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance  No. 07-03 by title for second reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER 15 ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT” TO ADD NEW SECTIONS 15-12.2(d), 15-12.3(b)(3)(i), AND 15-12.3(b)(2).

Ms. DiRocco stated that, pursuant to the requirements of the Municipal Land Use Law, notice of this ordinance and the public hearing date was sent certified mail to the County Planning Board and neighboring municipalities.  This ordinance was referred to the Planning Board. The Planning Board discussed this ordinance at a meeting held on January 22, 2007 and determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with the provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-03 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the Reorganization meeting minutes of January 5, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body of a request for the placement of a sign at the Pop Warner Field that would honor the Wolverines for their championship season.  The Committee agreed.

Mrs. Garafola announced that Mr. Salvato was inducted in to the Elected Officials Hall of Fame at the State level.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Gage, 51 Hillcrest Boulevard brought up the issue of cul-de-sac Giddes Lane not being connected through to the Sleepy Hollow development and stated his disappointment and frustration, as this affects the development of his property.  He also addressed the land swap between the Township and the owners of the 
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Sleepy Hollow development.   Mayor Sordillo noted that the Township will receive more land relative to the swap.
Mr. Knehr, 11 Hillcrest Boulevard, referred to the access road for Sleepy Hollow and stated that this was a condition of the Planning Board.  It should be a full access road.  It would alleviate the traffic on Hillcrest Boulevard.
Mr. Bishop, owner of property on Mount Bethel Road, stated that he is against a road going through the County Park.
Ms. Mariner, 7 Isabella Way, stated that she is in favor of an access road.

Mayor Sordillo closed the Comments on the Agenda Items section of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-24 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-24 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-04 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL LANDS BEING KNOWN AS THE SOUTHERN PORTIONS OF BLOCK 86.01, LOTS 27.02 AND 27.03 FOR CERTAIN ADJACENT LANDS OWNED BY SLEEPY HOLLOW OF WARREN, LLC BEING KNOWN AS PORTIONS OF BLOCK 86.01, LOT 27.04.  

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-04 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-05 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 19 SAWMILL ROAD, IDENTIFIED AS LOT 20.09 IN BLOCK 82 ON THE TAX MAP OF WARREN TOWNSHIP, COMPRISED OF 95.1+ ACRES, FROM THE PROPERTY OWNER FOR OPEN SPACE AND RELATED PURPOSES AS AUTHORIZED BY N.J.S.A. 40:12-15, ET SEQ., AND AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,200,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH A BOND ORDINANCE PREPARED BY BOND COUNSEL
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-05 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-06 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $3,200,000 FOR PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $3,040,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-06 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-25 through No. 2007-36, with the exception of 2007-32, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-25 through No. 2007-36 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the Township can opt to lock into a two year rate for the Delta Dental contract.  The governing body agreed.  The resolution will be amended to reflect a two year period at an increase of 3.8% for each year.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2007-32, entitled “AWARD OF CONTRACT – DENTAL INSURANCE – DELTA DENTAL”, as amended, was introduced and adopted.  The
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roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-32 is appended to the official minutes.

At this time discussion regarding road access through the County Park to the Sleepy Hollow development ensued.  Mr. Belardo stated that if the Township approves the proposed road through the Park, the applicant would need consent from the County.  The County has indicated that the applicant would need Green Acres diversion.
Mr. Page,  consulting Engineer for the applicant, gave an overview of investigations that were made including that the road would go through the Park , to go through Township owned property and to construct the road on the North side of the Park.  There was a possibility of utilizing an existing driveway at a house with frontage on DuBois Road, but this property owner’s price to sell this property was extremely high.  Mr. Page proposed constructing the road through the Park.  This may require 120 feet of Green Acres diversion.  Mr. Plager suggested the road go through Township owned property.  Mr. Page stated that there is an issue of wetlands and this could not be accomplished.  Mrs. Garafola supported the proposal of the access road through the Park.
Mr. DiNardo stated that he would support the road through the Park but would require emergency access, no curbing, speed bumps, parking lots to be paved, fencing along the road, 20 miles per hour speed limit and the construction of a sewer line so that there could be bathrooms in the Park.  Mr. Plager stated his opposition to the road through the Park because it is dangerous and there will be speeding by cars traveling on this road.
Mr. Gage, Hillcrest Boulevard, again stated his frustration and spoke about his application to the Planning Board.  It is going on three years.  He does not understand why Giddes Lane cannot be extended.  Mr. Belardo reminded Mr. Gage that the Planning Board resolution stated the denial of Giddes Lane connecting to the Sleepy Hollow development due to environmental problems.

Mr. Knehr, Hillcrest Boulevard, commented that he wants an access road but is against the road access through the Park.
Mrs. Winter, Hillcrest Boulevard, stated that the neighborhood does not want development in that area.  The traffic is a major problem
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Mr. Peterpaul stated that he is in favor of the road going through the Park.

Ms. Mariner, Isabella Way, stated that an access road is badly needed, even if it has to go through the Park.

Mr. Murray, attorney for the applicant, stated that Mr. DeAngelo would be willing to construct 2000 feet of sewer line for bathrooms in the Park.

The governing body members in agreement with the access road going through the Park were Mayor Sordillo, Mrs. Garafola and Mr. DiNardo.  Mr. Salvato was undecided and Mr. Plager disagreed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Mr. Disano was appointed to the Historic Sites Committee as a Regular Member for a term to expire on December 31, 2008.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola reported that the Kirsch Ford house roof is leaking and that it will be repaired.
Mr. Krane stated that Verizon wants to be allowed to tap into local cable channels.  Mr. Belardo commented that Verizon is having a difficult time accomplishing this.

The Committee agreed to a Bond Ordinance for $400,000 for improvements to Mountainview Road.  Bond Counsel will prepare the necessary ordinance for introduction on February 15th.

The governing body discussed the formation of a Technology ad hoc committee.  Mrs. Garafola and Mr. Plager will work together.

The governing body agreed to a waiver of normal construction hours in the Township for the NJDOT deck repairs to the overpasses on King George Road at Exit 36 and Hillcrest Road at Exit 40.

The Committee discussed the Board of Adjustment recommendation that building size is increased in R20 zones.  The Committee did not agree with the recommendation.  

Mr. Krane informed the Committee that the NJDEP will have a public hearing on the remediation for water contamination at Spring Lane.  It will be an informal meeting with the residents.
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Mrs. Garafola suggested that Ms. DiRocco keep an action item list for the Committee.

Mrs. Garafola suggested that the governing body consider budgeting for community events.

Mrs. Garafola brought up the issue of affordable housing for seniors for moderate income people.  Mr. DiNardo mentioned his previous suggestion of considering the area near Woodland Acres.  Mayor Sordillo stated that all possibilities should be considered and asked Mrs. Garafola and Mr. DiNardo to take the lead.  Mr. Belardo commented that the Township can offer housing to residents only if COAH is not involved.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mrs. Florey, King George Road, asked for a status report on a Senior Center.  Mayor Sordillo replied that a piece of land must be selected and asked for patience.  This will be addressed further in a few months.

Paul Wickliff, 34 Mount Horeb Road, stated that the Cable Advisory Committee always selected the Station Manager.  Mayor Sordillo commented that the Township Committee did select the Station Manager for 2007, but would be receptive to the Advisory Committee selecting a future Station Manager.  Mrs. Garafola stated that the Cable Franchise fees should be used exclusively for the Advisory Committee’s needs.  

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Land Acquisition – Block 198, Lots 9.08, 9.09, 9.10; 




Block 62.03, Lot 20.01

Land Acquisition – Block 32, Lots 9.02, 9.03, 9.05
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WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:20 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:39 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:39 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

