MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 24, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, January 24, 2008 at 7:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato 



Mayor DiNardo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. DiRocco, administered the Oath of Allegiance to Police Officer Daniel Foley
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Special and Executive session minutes of January 2, 2008 and the Reorganization minutes of January 4, 2008  were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

January 24, 2008

Mr. Salvato referred to an article in the Courier News regarding COAH housing and that Montgomery Township will have to provide more than 600 units.  He expressed concern and stated that the law regarding COAH credits should be changed.  Mr. Belardo stated that there is always a 60 day comment period relative to new COAH rules.  Warren will submit comments during this period stating objection.  The methodology is faulty.  Mrs. Garafola stated that Warren should lead a coalition to challenge.  
Mr. Plager informed the governing body that Open Space member George Vetter knows an individual who would process open space grants at no charge to the Township.
Additional information will be obtained for consideration by the governing body.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, questioned a resolution on the agenda relating to the Personnel Policy on vacations for employees.  Mr. Krane explained the vacation time carryover policy.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-27 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-27 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Plager made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 08-01 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-61 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for 63 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD EXT.”
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-01
was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mrs. Garafola made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 08-02 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-60 TO BE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR WARREN OFFICE CENTER.”

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 08-02 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 08-03 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-59 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for Gateway east, llc.”
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-03 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 08-04 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-58 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for 160 Mt. Bethel road.”
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-04 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 08-05 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-57 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for KINDERCARE OF WARREN.”
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 08-05 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 08-06 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS TOWNSHIP REAL PROPERTY WITH OPEN SPACE RESTRICTIONS IDENTIFIED AS LOT 1 IN BLOCK 11, BY PRIVATE SALE TO THE OWNER OF LOT 3 IN BLOCK 11.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 08-06 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-28
APPOINTMENT OF JR.  MEMBERS TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
2008-29 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH ATLANTIC AMBULANCE CORPORATION FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

2008-30
AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF REHAB MORTGAGE PROJECT #W-51 


2008-31
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – ROAD OPENING PERMIT #2007-27
2008-32
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 2008 MUNICIPAL RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY
2008-33
AWARD OF CONTRACT – PLUMBING SUBCODE THIRD PARTY INSPECTION SERVICES

2008-34
MAINTENANCE BOND RELEASE  – 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD

2008-35
MAINTENANCE BOND RELEASE – ACCORDIA MERITAGE @ WARREN LLC – 34 MOUNTAIN BLVD

2008-36
AMENDING 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET

2008-37
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS

2008-38
AUTHORIZING CDBG APPLICATION FUNDING

2008-39
AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICY SECTION 16, ITEM 5, “VACATION” 

2008-40
AMENDING SECTION TWENTY-SEVEN OF PERSONNEL POLICY “PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION OF HARASSMENT”

2008-41
REAUTHORIZING THE RECREATION SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND REAPPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS
Resolution No. 2008-33 was voted upon separately, as Mrs. Garafola asked Mr. Krane if the Township could request any Inspector from the 
Third Party Company awarded the contract for plumbing inspections.  Mr. Krane stated that the Township can request an alternate Inspector in certain circumstances.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2008-33 entitled “AWARD OF CONTRACT – PLUMBING SUBCODE THIRD PARTY INSPECTION SERVICES” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolutions No. 2008-28 through No. 2008-41 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2008-42, entitled “ACCEPTING RESIGNATION OF MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE RICHARD M. SASSO” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Resolution No. 2008-42 is appended to the official minutes.
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On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution No. 2008-43, entitled “APPOINTING MARK S. ADLER AS MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-43 is appended to the official minutes.

Robert Lomauro, President and CEO of the Somerset Hills YMCA gave a presentation relative to the YMCA utilizing the Morris Union Jointure School facility to set up programs.  The facility would be open to the general public and programs established to meet the needs of the community.  The proposal is appended to the official minutes.  There were concerns by the governing body including traffic issues, impact on water usage, air pollution and COAH credits.  The governing body informed Mr. Lomauro that there was opposition to the Morris Union Jointure school due to the aforementioned concerns.  There is a zoning issue as well and the matter would have to be brought to the Sewerage Authority and the Board of Adjustment with a site plan and/or to obtain a variance.  The neighbors must be notified and their input obtained.  The Morris Union Jointure Commission will be notified to inform them as to what they would need to do.  Mr. Lomauro  brought up the issue of the Township donating land to the YMCA to build a facility.  The Mayor suggested that the YMCA develop a plan.  The plan could then be submitted to the governing body for consideration.  The Mayor also stated that the YMCA should be aware that the Township is fiscally prudent.
The governing body agreed to the proposed renewal terms for the house rentals at Wagner Farm.

The governing body discussed the proposed roadway vacation plan on Frederick Road.  The Mayor suggested vacating the entire road.  Mr. Belardo will further discuss with the Township Engineer.

Mrs. Garafola spoke of flagging properties with a silver colored flag indicating pesticides.  A letter of support will be forwarded to NJDEP.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, and Mrs. DelVecchio of Geiser Lane asked the status on senior citizen housing.  The Mayor stated that it is still being considered and will take more time.
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Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Lane, again requested the open space fund report.  Mr. Krane will provide the information.
Mr. Vetter, Mountain Avenue informed the governing body that pesticide flags must remain on properties for 72 hours.  He expressed concern over cell towers stating that there are health hazards for children and that real estate values are affected.

The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

