MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 16, 2010
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, September 16, 2010 at 6:09 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2010 and September 8, 2010 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Sordillo
 Also Present:
Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read resolution No. 2010-201, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – Police Department

Contract Negotiations – Green Brook Municipal Court; Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission; Municipal Reimbursement Agreement - Promenade 

Attorney Client Privilege - Vicious Dog Insurance

Potential Property Acquisition -  Block 198, Lot 9.09 & 9.10
Land Sale – Block 71, Lot 64 – development restriction
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:09 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:05 p.m.

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. Garafola and Mayor Sordillo presented Certificates of Appreciation to the Summer Playground Program volunteers.

Mr. Salvato left the meeting at 7:07 p.m.

Mr. Brown and Mr. Smith, Watchung Hills Soccer Association, explained the lighting project for the Duderstadt Field in Warren.  The Association will fully fund the project in the amount of $250,000.  They requested permission to proceed.  The governing body approved the request and thanked the Association.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-19 by title for second reading and read the following:
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REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF CERTAIN GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $2,650,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,650,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING THE COST THEREOF.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services and filed in the Township Clerk’s Office.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-19 was adopted.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 10-20 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND  TO PROVIDE FOR IMPROVEMENTS & UPGRADES TO THE FUEL DISPENSING SYSTEM AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-20 was adopted.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 10-21 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $120,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TURNOUT GEAR FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $114,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services and filed in the Township Clerk’s Office.
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Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-21 was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular and Executive Session minutes of August 12, 2010 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Waldstein, 126 Mountain Avenue, referred to the organized deer hunt.  She stated that on Sundays, the hunters are setting up their blinds and driving ATV’s.  She requested that they be prohibited from driving the ATV’s on non-hunting days.

The Comments on Agenda Items portion was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2010-202 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-202 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-21 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $120,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TURNOUT GEAR FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $114,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was received in the Township Clerk’s office and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for endorsement.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-21 was passed on first reading.
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Resolution No. 2010-203, entitled ESTABLISHING THE “WARREN TOWNSHIP GREEN TEAM” AS 
REQUIRED FOR CERTIFICATION IN THE SUSTAINABLE NEW JERSEY MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION PROGRAM  was removed at this time to further consider appointment of members.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2010-204
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT 
#2010-06 & PERMIT #2010-04

2010-205
AUTHORIZING DEER MANAGEMENT HUNT ON CERTAIN TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY OWNED PROPERTIES

2010-206
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF VEHICLES WITH JUNK TITLE
2010-207
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP VEHICLES
2010-208
AWARD OF CONTRACT – GLOBAL CONNECT – EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

2010-209
AWARD OF CONTRACT FINANCIAL RESOURCES FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION AND AFFINITY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

2010-210
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT AGREEMENT - VERNACCHIA
Resolutions No. 2010-204 through No. 2010-210 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2010-212 entitled RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE FORM, MATURITIES AND OTHER DETAILS OF THE REFUNDING BONDS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-212 is appended to the official minutes.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Resolution No. 2010-213 entitled PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER – VERDIS INC, PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE NO. 1820-33-009-005 was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-213 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane noted that the Township plans to submit an application for a clean energy program grant.  A concept will be worked on.
Mr. Krane stated that there are companies that are now supplying energy at reduced costs.  This will be further investigated.

Mr. Krane spoke about the repair or replacement of the Wager Farm Barn.  The insurance company provided estimates.  The governing body would like to read a detailed insurance company report.  Mr. Lehrer will request a copy of the report.
Mr. Krane will complete the Best Practices Check List and submit to the State.

Mr. Lehrer stated that Cablevision now has a statewide franchise.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the Environmental Commission was handling the grant paperwork for the community forestry designation.  He suggested that maybe the Arboretum could get involved with the process.

The governing body requested more information regarding the salary ordinance revision.

The governing body commended DPW for a job well done regarding the road overlay. 

The Library Commission policy formula was discussed.  The Township funds the maintenance of the Library.  Although Green Brook utilizes the Library, they do not fund anything.  This is not fair.


Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
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Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that he thought that the north end of Dock Watch Hollow Road was going to be paved this year.  Mr. Krane informed him that it will be next year.
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read resolution No. 2010-214, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations – Green Brook Municipal Court; Middlebrook                           Regional Health Commission; Municipal reimbursement Agreement – Promenade

Attorney Client Privilege   - Vicious dog insurance
Potential Property Acquisition – Block 198, Lot 9.09, 9.10

Land Sale – Block 71, Lot 64 – development restriction
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:40 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:10 p.m.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















