MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

  SEPTEMBER 8, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, September 8, 2011 at 7:12 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 and August 25, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mrs. Garafola

Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato, Mr. Plager 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor DiNardo presented a Certificate of Recognition to Watchung Hills Regional High School.

Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Lieutenant William Keane.

September 8, 2011

Mayor DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 11-13 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED "ZONING" SECTION 16-4 ENTITLED "DEFINITIONS" AND SECTION 16-5 ENTITLED "GENERAL REGULATIONS"  OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD DEFINITIONS AND REGULATIONS FOR SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was introduced on July 21, 2011 and referred to the Planning Board.  The Planning Board discussed this ordinance on August 8, 2011 and did not have any specific recommendations at that time.  At a meeting of the Township Committee on August 18, 2011, the ordinance was presented for a second reading.  The public hearing was postponed at that time to the meeting of September 8, 2011.  The Planning Board 35 day review pursuant to the land use law has now expired and this ordinance can be adopted.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mayor DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-13 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Regular and Executive Sessions of August 18, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive questioned Resolution 2011-199.  Mr. Krane explained that the Township is consenting to the filing of an application to NJDEP for underground utilities to be installed in a wetlands area.  He also questioned 2011-198.  Mr. Lehrer informed him that the Township is opposing a Senate and Assembly bill that would allow developers to go to the Planning Board to possibly seek approval to change land uses.

September 8, 2011 

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-194 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-194 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2011-195 
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR DOCK WATCH HOLLOW ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

2011-196 
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT #2010-42

2011-197 
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO WARREN TOWNSHIP IN THE SUM OF $1,750.00
2011-198
OPPOSING S2950 AND A4128 – “ADAPTIVE APPROVAL BILLS”

2011-199 
AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF NJDEP APPLICATION FOR WARREN HOV PARCEL 3, LLC

Resolutions No. 2011-195 through No. 2011-199 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane noted that the Township received grant funding from the State and Federal government.  A portion of that funding could be used to replace the air conditioning units in the municipal building and the library.  There would be an additional cost for the unit relative to the electric circuit in the municipal building.  The governing body decided to forego the funding for the municipal building.  The library’s additional cost has been budgeted and the Township will move forward with the replacement of units at the library.  Mr. Sordillo requested that a letter be sent to the towns that utilize the library to share costs.
September 8, 2011

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mrs. Schiller, 21 Thistle Lane, read information relative to Climate Action Plans.  She noted that there are restrictive mandates and referred to the Green Team initiatives.  She requested that Warren maintain independence.  The governing body expressed interest in the subject and would obtain more information.
Mr. Tupper, 31 Helen Street, thanked the Township for assistance during Hurricane Irene.  He complained about JCP&L Co. stating that they do not maintain the power lines properly.
Mr. Lazo, 44 Christy Drive, also thanked the Township for assistance during the storm.  There was good Police presence.  Mrs. Garafola noted that Mr. Lazo helped at the shelter.

No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2011-200, seconded by Mrs. Garafola and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Attorney Client Privilege – Open Public Meetings Act

Personnel -  Chief of Police Contract
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

September 8, 2011

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:59 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:34 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk























