MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

 AUGUST 18, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, August 18, 2011 at 6:03 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 and August 15, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2011-180, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel -  Police Lieutenant Interviews

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:03 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:20 p.m.

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
On motion of Mayor DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2011-181, entitled “AUTHORIZING THE JOINING OF THE NATIONAL MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE OF THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF 911” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-181 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-13 for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED "ZONING" SECTION 16-4 ENTITLED "DEFINITIONS" AND SECTION 16-5 ENTITLED "GENERAL REGULATIONS" 

OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD DEFINITIONS AND REGULATIONS FOR SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
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Ms. DiRocco stated that his ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a Board meeting on August 8, 2011, the Board discussed this ordinance; however, the Board did not reach a conclusion and will discuss at a future meeting.

Ms. DiRocco stated that the 35 day requirement under the Land Use Law given to the Planning Board to make a recommendation has not passed; therefore, the Ordinance cannot be adopted at this meeting.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the public hearing and adoption of this ordinance was postponed to the September 8, 2011 meeting in the Municipal Complex at 7:00 p.m.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 11-14 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $12,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR NEW COMPUTER SOFTWARE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION CODE OFFICE

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-14 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 11-15 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING AN ACCESS, UTILITY AND MAINTENANCE EASEMENT TO DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES AT APPLE TREE, LLC OVER A PORTION OF THE APPLE TREE LANE RIGHT-OF-WAY ADJACENT TO LOTS 1.01. 1.02, 1.03 AND 1.04 IN BLOCK 87.03, AND ACCEPTING A DRAINAGE EASEMENT FROM DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES OVER A PORTION OF LOTS 1.02, 1.03 AND 1.04 IN BLOCK 87.03, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY
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Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-15 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-16 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 8-2 ENTITLED, “FEES” BY REPEALING AND REPLACING EXISTING FEE SCHEDULE IN SUBSECTION 8-2.1 ENTITLED, “CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES”.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 11-16 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Regular and Executive Sessions of July 21, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-182 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-182 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Lehrer stated that there will be changes to the Agreement regarding the School Resource Police Officer for the High School.  The resolution, listed in the Consent Agenda, may be adopted at this time.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
August 18, 2011

2011-183 EXTEND THIRD QUARTER TAXES GRACE PERIOD TO 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2011

2011-184 
AUTHORIZING ENTERING INTO A SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH THE WATCHUNG HILLS REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

2011-185
AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH MOUNT BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

2011-186      AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF CONTRACT WITH COUNTY OF 

                     SOMERSET FOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
2011-187
AWARD OF CONTRACT – POLICE VEHICLE TO CHASE S. WINNER          INC/CARMAN DODGE JOINT VENTURE 

2011-188      SUPPORTING THE VEHICLE “NO IDILING” POLICY
2011-189
AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF TAX BALANCES TO THE CURRENT FUND BALANCE

2011-190
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM NEW JERSEY DEP - OFFICE OF RECYCLING IN THE SUM OF $11,887.80

2011-191
AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF THE BEST PRACTICES STATE CHECKLIST

2011-192
AUTHORIZING DEER MANAGEMENT HUNT ON CERTAIN TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY OWNED PROPERTIES
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Resolutions No. 2011-183 through No. 2011-192 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2011-193 entitled “APPOINTING WILLIAM KEANE TO THE RANK OF POLICE LIEUTENANT ” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Resolution No. 2011-193 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Chadwick was present to speak about zoning plan amendments.

There have been changes in zoning through the years, but some lot sizes in the Township are inconsistent.  There is a provision in the Township’s Code that does allow for grandfathering with regards to these inconsistent lot sizes.  Mr. Chadwick stated that this was not his original intention.  He has discussed the matter with Mr. Lehrer.  Language needs adjustment in the Code and areas will be identified.  The changes will apply to developed lots only.  The governing body will review the zoning map and further discuss.

Mr. Krane stated that the Township has sold foreclosed properties in the past.  Mr. Lehrer stated that these properties may be sold to adjacent property owners if the lots are undersized.  The Tax Assessor will be directed to appraise the properties.
Mrs. Garafola reported on a meeting regarding the Wagner Farm Barn.
The meeting was attended by Senior Citizens, Township Board members and residents.  Discussions included types of activities, open space funds, insurance reimbursement, the need to hire an architect, and coordinating with the Arboretum Foundation.  The goal is a usable building.  Mr. Sordillo expressed concern, stating that the governing body agreed to keep the cost down.  The Township should not spend more than the insurance reimbursement funds.  This matter will be further discussed.
Mr. Krane spoke of the changes in the health and pension benefits laws.  There will be increased contributions.

The governing body expressed opposition to S2950 which would allow land developers to apply for adaptive approvals of previously approved projects.  A letter of opposition will be sent to the League, Legislators and the Conference of Mayors.
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Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mrs. Grossweiler stated that the Township has honored many people and asked that the sign at the Duderstadt property be replaced.  The governing body agreed.

Mr. Walsh, 25 Apple Tree Lane, asked about a property maintenance ordinance.  Neighbors’ properties are not being maintained.  Mr. Krane informed him that he could contact the Zoning Officer.  Some issues can be resolved through the Officer.

Mr. Green, Sycamore Lane spoke of tents in a neighbors’ yard.
Mrs. Grossweiler stated that the house on the corner of DuBois and Reinman Road is a mess.                                                                                                                                  
No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk























