MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 12, 2010
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, August 12, 2010 at 7:01 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on July 28, 2010 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola
Mayor Sordillo
Absent:

Mr. Salvato, Mr. DiNardo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Certificates of Recognition were presented to George Truxel, volunteer Handyman and Jon Troy, volunteer for the summer recreation program.
John Tucker, Fire Chief, spoke of the proposed ladder truck replacement program.  The current truck is over 25 years old.  The goal is to protect the residents.  Mrs. Garafola asked if there is any 
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other town that would be willing to share the cost.  Mr. Tucker stated that Bridgewater has a ladder truck and Watchung is not interested.

The governing body agreed to bond for this purchase.  A bond ordinance will be prepared for the next meeting.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-13 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $21,500 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF NINE (9) DEFIBRILLATOR UNITS AND FOUR (4) DATALUX MVT COMPUTERS
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-13 was adopted.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-14 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $40,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING ROOF
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-14 was adopted.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 10-15 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $20,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A SEWER JET REPLACEMENT
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-15 was adopted.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 10-16 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $38,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR BUILDING MAINTENANCE REPLACEMENTS WITHIN ADMINISTRATION, LIBRARY AND BUILDINGS & GROUNDS, AND, MISCELLANEOUS  COMPUTER PURCHASES 
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-16 was adopted.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-17 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $30,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 2010 350 4X4 PICKUP TRUCK WITH PLOW
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-17 was adopted.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-18 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” (SECTION 2-6 ENTITLED “FEES FOR VARIOUS MATERIALS”) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, ADOPTED DECEMBER 21, 1972, AS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IS HEREBY SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-18 was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular and Executive Session minutes of July 15, 2010 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2010-188 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-188 is appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 10-19 by title for first reading and read the following:

REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF CERTAIN GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $2,650,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,650,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING THE COST THEREOF.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was received in the Township Clerk’s office and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for endorsement.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-19 was passed on first reading.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 10-20 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND  TO PROVIDE FOR IMPROVEMENTS & UPGRADES TO THE FUEL DISPENSING SYSTEM AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-20 was passed on first reading.
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Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-21 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $120,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TURNOUT GEAR FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $114,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was received in the Township Clerk’s office and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for endorsement.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-21 was passed on first reading.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2010-189
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF VEHICLE WITH JUNK TITLE

2010-190
AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR AS PURCHASING 


AGENT TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS UP TO A MAXIMUM OF $17,500

2010-191
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE



VERDIS INC - POCKET LICENSE
2010-192
CANCELING TAXES FOR TOTALLY DISABLED VETERAN IN THE SUM 

OF $2,929.40
2010-193
AWARD OF CONTRACT – COLLISION REPAIRS & VEHICLE PAINTING 

THROUGH SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING 


AGREEMENT
2010-194
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER TO REHAB CONTRACT NO. 09-02

2010-195
CANCELLATION OF TAXES – TOWNSHIP OWNED PROPERTY

2010-196
AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF CONTRACT WITH COUNTY OF 



SOMERSET – TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
2010-197
AWARD OF CONTRACT GLOBAL CONNECT EMERGENCY 



NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
2010-198
REAUTHORIZING AN AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP OWNED SURPLUS 


PROPERTY NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE – LOTS 9.02 & 9.07 IN 


BLOCK 32

2010-199
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION AND EXECUTION OF GRANT 



AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT – OLD STIRLING ROAD – 



FROM FOREST ROAD TO ROUTE 78
2010-200
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION AND EXECUTION OF GRANT 



AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT – MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD LIGHTING – 



NORTH ROAD TO OLD STIRLING ROAD

Resolutions No. 2010-189 through No. 2010-200 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane stated that the Township is obtaining preliminary information from the Insurance Carrier regarding the Wagner Farm Barn.  He will report back to the governing body.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that Washington Valley Fire Company has requested that the Township assume maintenance on the 1996 fire tanker.  He is not recommending at this time.  The Mayor suggested that this be examined in 2011.

The governing body agreed to a gypsy moth survey to be performed by the County.  

The Sustainable New Jersey Municipal Certification program application was discussed.  Mr. Henschel, Environmental Commission Chair, gave an overview.  This would be a voluntary effort with the creation of a green team.  The goal Is to earn points for recognition.  
The governing body agreed to the creation of a green team.  This would be an ad hoc committee authorized by resolution.
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Mrs. Garafola spoke of the proposed 9-11 Heroes Memorial. The structure will be constructed on the municipal complex with steel obtained from the twin towers.  Ralph Garafola, resident, volunteered to design the memorial.  Mrs. Garafola exhibited the design.  On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the design and concept was accepted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The governing body agreed to participation by employees in a Federal Credit Union.  There will be no cost to the Township.

The governing body agreed to allow teal ribbons to be tied on trees to commemorate Ovarian Cancer Awareness month.

The governing body agreed to the proposed deer hunt on certain properties.  A resolution will be prepared for the next meeting.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked about the proposed purchase of property on Mary Street by the Township and the County.  Mr. Krane explained that both the Township and the County will share the cost equally at $800,000 each.  He complained about his taxes going up $250.  He commented that some elected officials have cut their salary in half in some towns.  Mr. Lakatos also asked about Mr. Salvato’s absences.  Mayor Sordillo stated that although Mr. Salvato has been absent from some meetings, the governing body is always in contact with him on many issues.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Dr. Crater, Superintendent of Schools, was appointed to the Library Advisory Board to fill an unexpired term, said term to expire on 12/31/10.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read resolution No. 2010-201, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –  PBA
Land Sale – Block 71, Lot 64 - Harmony Road – development restriction
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:15 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:35 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















