MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

 MAY 19, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 19, 2011 at 7:33 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 and May 3, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato, Mr. Sordillo 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-06 by title for second reading  and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE DUBOIS ROAD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
May 19, 2011

Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board for review and recommendation.  At a meeting held on May 9, 2011 the Planning Board determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-06 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-08 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $33,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR ONE (1) RIDE ON MOWER WITH LEAF & GRASS COLLECTION SYSTEM AND ONE (1) HYDRASTATIC WALK BEHIND MOWER WITH BAGGER

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-08 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola stated that the 2011 Municipal Budget was approved by the Township Committee on April 14, 2011.  A summary of the budget was published in the Echoes Sentinel on May 2, 2011.  Copies of the budget were made available for public inspection in the Warren Township Library and in the Township Clerk’s Office.

Mrs. Garafola gave an overview of the Budget.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2011-117 entitled “BUDGET EXAMINATION” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on the Budget.  Mr. Lakatos noted a wrong date on the Budget Packet.  No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2011-118 entitled “ADOPTION OF 2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

May 19, 2011

Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-119 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-119 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-05 for adoption and read the following:
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $460,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO OLD STIRLING ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $435,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Mr. Plager stated that the Public Hearing on Ordinance 11-05 was held at the Township Committee meeting on May 5, 2011.  The adoption of this ordinance was tabled at that time.

Mr. Plager made a motion to remove Ordinance No. 11-05 from the table, seconded by Mrs. Garafola and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Mr. Plager stated that this Ordinance will be considered for adoption at the June 23, 2011 meeting.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the adoption of Ordinance No. 11-05 was tabled to June 23, 2011 in the Municipal Complex at 7:00 p.m.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2011-120 RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING               PERMIT #2010-55

May 19, 2011

2011-121    RELEASE OF SEASONAL PERFORMANCE BOND BLOCK 87 LOT 3, 
        12 HILLCREST BLVD.

2011-122    WAIVING MEMORIAL DAY PARADE PERMIT FEE AND AUTHORIZING 
                   A DONATION
2011-123   AUTHORIZING CHANGE FUND INCREASE FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
        OF PUBLIC WORKS 

2011-124  AWARD OF CONTRACT WARREN TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB GRANT              PROGRAM –PROJECT #’s W-02-10 AND W-04-10

2011-125   CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR AERIAL LADDER FIRE TRUCK

                  WITH PUMP – CRIMSON FIRE, INC.
2011-126    AUTHORIZING FILING OF YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION GRANT

        APPLICATIONS WITH SOMERSET COUNTY

2011-127    AUTHORIZING PETTY CASH FUND INCREASE FOR HISTORIC


         SITES COMMITTEE

Resolutions No. 2011-120 through No. 2011-127 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to summer hours for the Construction Office Inspectors.  The hours will be from 7:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
The governing body agreed that standard paint colors should be used for the new fire truck.

Mayor DiNardo suggested that there could be a group that would work together to discuss the method of repair of the Wagner Farm Barn.  This group could consist of a Township Committee member, a Recreation Commission member and the DPW Superintendent..  The governing body agreed.

May 19, 2011

Mr. Chadwick spoke of building heights in the Township.  There are several definitions of building heights referenced in Ordinances.  He suggested that an amended Ordinance is considered so that all references are consistent.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Cynthia Webster and Genelle Plotkin were appointed to the Recreation Commission.  The Township Clerk will assign the applicable terms.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola spoke of Senior housing.  This needs to be investigated again.

Mr. Krane requested re-advertisement of the Alliance Bible Church property lot, owned by the Township.  This lot did not sell when first advertised.  The governing body agreed.

Mr. Krane noted that one of the houses at Wagner Farm is vacant.  The rent will be lowered and an advertisement will be placed in the newspaper.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mrs. Lipton, 71 Reinman Road, stated that there are two telephone poles that will be replaced.  She asked the Township to intervene to ask the Utility Company to install taller poles and to place the poles in a specific area.  Mr. Krane will meet with Mrs. Lipton.
No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read resolution No. 2011-128, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

May 19, 2011

Litigation – D’Onofrio vs. Warren

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:11 am.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:58 a.m.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:58 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk























