MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

 MAY 5, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 5, 2011 at 7:08 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato, Mrs. Garafola 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2011-105, entitled “PROMOTING ERIC YACCARINO TO THE RANK OF SERGEANT IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-105 is appended to the official minutes.

May 5, 2011

Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Sergeant Yaccarino.

Chief Russell Leffert presented the 2011 Police Awards to Police Officers.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-05 by title for second reading  and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $460,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO OLD STIRLING ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $435,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement has been endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the adoption of Ordinance No. 11-05 was tabled to May 19, 2011 in the Municipal Complex at 7:30 a.m.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 11-07 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $336,000 FOR REPAIR, UPGRADE AND NEW CONSTRUCTION OF THE BARNS LOCATED AT WAGNER FARM

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-07 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive Session minutes of April 14, 2011 and the Special and Executive Session minutes of April 20, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-106 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-106 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance no. 11-08 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $33,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR ONE (1) RIDE ON MOWER WITH LEAF & GRASS COLLECTION SYSTEM AND ONE (1) HYDRASTATIC WALK BEHIND MOWER WITH BAGGER
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance no. 11-08 was passed on first reading.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2011-107
AUTHORIZING PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE ROAD MATERIALS THROUGH SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING SYSTEM

2011-108
AUTHORIZING FEE INCREASE FOR MINI DUMP

2011-109
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE 207 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2011-110
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF APARTMENT LEASE 195 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2011-111
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE 198 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2011-112
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 2011 WATCHUNG HILLS MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE PROPOSAL TO THE SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 
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2011-113
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 2011 HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION BETWEEN WARREN TOWNSHIP AND SOMERSET COUNTY -  KIRCH - FORD HOUSE

2011-114
ACCEPTING RESIGNATION OF PUBLIC DEFENDER

2011-115
APPOINTING SCOTT C. MITZNER, ESQ. AS PUBLIC DEFENDER

2011-116
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF GASOLINE, MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT

Resolutions No. 2011-107 through No. 2011-116 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body discussed and agreed to the needed repairs at the Wagner Farm house at 202 Mountain Avenue.  The cost will be approximately $14,500.  
The governing body will further review a plan to repair the Wagner Farm Barn.  An ad hoc committee could consist of an Arboretum member, a Township Committeeperson and a Recreation Commission member.

Mayor spoke of a proposed ATV ordinance in the Township.  This could be restrictive.  Mr. Lehrer is researching the issue and reviewing comments by residents.  The ATV drivers must be respectful of neighbors.  This will be further discussed.

The governing body agreed to the offer of a donation of property known as Block 191, Lot 2 by the owner of said property.

Mr. Lehrer informed the governing body that an easement is needed for fiber optic installation at the Wagner Farm cell tower.  The easement would be granted to AT&T and the company would be responsible for all costs associated with the easement and ordinance.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Anthony Giordano, 10 Indian Rock Road, submitted a petition with over 100 signatures opposing any ordinance that would regulate the use of 
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ATV’s.  The few resident complaints previously submitted to the Township is a personal matter between neighbors and should be resolved by them.  He asked that the governing body not interfere with the rights of residents.  He threatened a lawsuit.

Mr. Sinnott, 29 Princeton Avenue and Ms. Profesius, 162 Old Stirling Road also stated opposition to regulating the use of ATV’s.

Mrs. Smith, 32 Sawmill Road, thanked the governing body for suggesting that an ad hoc committee be formed to discuss the repair to the Wagner Farm Barn.  She said that she would be happy to be a member of that committee.

No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















