MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

APRIL 15, 2010
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, April 15, 2010 at 7:06 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2010 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola
Mayor Sordillo
Absent:

Mr. Salvato 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Recreation Director Eleanora Hermann read a Certificate of Recognition commending the Elks and Lions Clubs for scholarship donations and all charitable deeds.
At this time the Cablevision re-franchise Public Hearing commenced.

Mr. Lehrer explained the process.   If negotiations with Cablevision are 
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successful, an Ordinance to renew the franchise would be introduced and adopted.  Mr. Viapree, Cablevision representative explained various services.  The governing body commented that the support services are excellent. 

The public hearing was opened to the public. Mr. Ashanky, 28 Livingston Ave, stated disappointment over services.  There are too many advertisements.  Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that the answer to viewing too many ads is TIVO.  The public hearing was closed. 

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-03 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED “ZONING” OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, BY 
ESTABLISHING A NEW SUBSECTION 
16-26.1A ENTITLED “ZONING 
VIOLATIONS”

Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a Board meeting held on April 12, 2010, the Board determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Public Hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 10-03 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 10-04 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN BY REPEALING, AMENDING AND RENAMING SECTION 2-20.4, ENTITLED “FUND RAISING; SERVICE CHARGES AND FEES FOR USE OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES”

Mr. Lehrer explained that a non-substantial amendment to the ordinance to add “non-profit fees, out of town” is acceptable and will be included in the ordinance.
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Mayor Sordillo opened the Public Hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-04 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 10-05 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS TOWNSHIP REAL 
PROPERTY WITH CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS, IDENTIFIED AS LOTS 9.02, 9.03 AND 9.07 IN BLOCK 32
Mayor Sordillo opened the Public Hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 10-05 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular and Executive Sessions of March 25, 2010 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
The comments on agenda items portion was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2010-88 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-88 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body recommended Rory Britt to the Cultural and Heritage Advisory Committee at the County and Doug Buro to the County Solid Waste Committee.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2010-89  
RE-APPOINTING MARK M. KRANE AS TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR

2010-90    
AWARD OF NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM MOUNTAIN 



AVENUE BLOCK 83 LOTS 3.01-3.05, 4

2010-91
AWARD OF NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM



WASHINGTON VALLEY ROAD BLOCK 86 LOT 4

2010-92
REJECTING BID – 207 MOUNTAIN AVENUE – HOUSE LEASE

2010-93
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT - TATBIT CO. - ELECTRICAL SERVICES

2010-94
PROMOTION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL



DANIEL FOLEY & WILLIAM LOFTEN
2010-95
AUTHORIZING SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENTS WITH GREEN 


BROOK TOWNSHIP FOR GASOLINE AND GREEN BROOK BOARD OF 


EDUCATION FOR GASOLINE AND DIESEL FUEL

Resolutions No. 2010-89 through No. 2010-95 are appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola stated that Mr. Krane was directed to cut $750,000 from the Budget and he was successful in doing so.  The budget is 1.6% over 2009.  In August, there will be seven less employees due to retirement and attrition.  Employees that are leaving will not be replaced with new hires.  The governing body were satisfied with the budget; however, requested that each department find ways to cut costs.
The repairs to the Wagner Farm Barn were discussed.  The cost is high.  The governing body will further consider.

Mrs. Garafola spoke of a request for a “clean up” day in the Township.

A number of years ago this was considered and the cost was over 
$250,000.  It was suggested that residents contact their garbage companies.  The companies may pick up unwanted items for a fee.

This will be further discussed.

Mr. Krane stated that the signage plan at Morris Union Jointure Commission school has been worked out.  The school will be responsible for the installation of the signal light.  The Township would have to pass a school zone ordinance.
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On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Doug Reeder was moved from an Alternate position to a Regular position on the Sewerage Authority, effective 4/22/10, for a term to expire 1/31/15.
The roll call vote was unanimous.

The governing body agreed to appoint Mr. Fernando to the Board of Adjustment.  Formal action will be taken at the next meeting.

Police officer replacements will be further considered.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that he noticed the flashing lights were gone at the intersection of King George Road and Mount Horeb Road.  Mr. DiNardo suggested rumble strips be installed.  Mr. Buro will contact the County.
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. DiNardo introduced and read resolution No. 2010-96, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Litigation – 108 Hillcrest Road

Contract Negotiations –  Police Chief Contract; Teamsters, PBA, Dispatchers and CWA Labor Contracts

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.
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The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:20 p.m.

Mayor Sordillo left the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:20 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution no.

2010-97, entitled “AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH PAOLO ALMEIDA” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-97 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Deputy Township Clerk



















