MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

 APRIL 14, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, April 14, 2011 at 6:36 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 and  March 24, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato, Mrs. Garafola 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to new Police Officers Jeffery Sohler and Patrick Bennett.
Recreations awards for Junior Volunteers of the Year were presented to Hayley Deutsch, Clair Iroudayassamy and Justin Taffet and to Volunteers of the Year to Dave Peterson and Joe Nappe.
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An overview of the Watchung Hills Regional High School budget was presented by Superintendent Fran Stromsland.

911 Fundraising checks were presented by ALT, Central, Mt. Horeb, Woodland and Middle Schools.  Over $3,770 was raised by the students.

An overview of the Warren Township Schools’ budget was presented by Superintendent Tami Crader.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2011-87, entitled “AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS TO FIRE POLICE” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-03 by title for second reading  and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF LOT 4 IN BLOCK 188 FROM JOSEPH A. MELILLO TO THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 11-03 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 11-04 by title for second reading  and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” BY ADDING SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO THE TOWNSHIP’S POLICE DEPARMENT

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-04 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive Session minutes of March 17, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  
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Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, commented that open space purchases cost the taxpayers $8 million since 1998.  He questioned Ordinance No. 11-0 funding regarding improvements to Old Stirling Road and Ordinance No. 11-07 funding to repair the Wagner Farm Barn.  Mr. Krane stated that the Township has received a grant of $175,000 as partial funding for the road improvement and will receive money from the Insurance Company for the repair of the barn.

Mr. Karnilaw, 52 Casale Drive South complained about the use of ATV’s in a property adjacent to his house.  The speed and sound is disruptive.  Mrs. Perkins, 50 Casale Drive South, stated that it is a safety issue as well.  No helmets are worn, the noise level is high and it is an environmental issue.  There are no regulations.  The governing body agreed to research the issue and to review a neighboring town’s ordinance.

Mrs. Smith, Arboretum Foundation member, asked when there might be details on the repair or replacement of the Wagner Farm Barn.  Mr. Krane stated that a decision will be made by the end of May.

The Comments portion of the meeting was closed. 
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-88 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-88 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 11-05 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $460,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO OLD STIRLING ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $435,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-05 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-06 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE DUBOIS ROAD 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 11-06 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 11-07 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $336,000 FOR REPAIR, UPGRADE AND NEW CONSTRUCTION OF THE BARNS LOCATED AT WAGNER FARM

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-07 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2011-89 entitled “INTRODUCTION OF THE 2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-89 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2011-90, entitled “FILING OF 2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-90 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2011-91     RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT 
       #2010-50

2011-92    REHABILITATION MORTGAGE SUBORDINATION FOR PROJECT #W09-04
2011-93     SUPPORTING CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION MAY 23 – JUNE 5, 2011
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2011-94     AWARD OF CONTRACT – TATBIT CO.  FOR ELECTRICAL SERVICES              
                  THROUGH MRESC UTILIZING THE COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM
2011-95     AWARD OF CONTRACT TARIFF BILLING SPECIALISTS, CORP.


TOWNSHIP TELEPHONE BILLING REVIEW

2011-96     AUTHORIZING MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR AGREEMENT FOR           

       WASHINGTON VALLEY TANKER TRUCK
2011-97     AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT M & Z ENGINEERING 

                  ASSOCIATES, PC – FOUNDATION WALL - 15 MT. HOREB ROAD

2011-98     PROMOTION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL

       D. FOLEY, J. GRASSO, E. LARSEN, W. LOFTEN
2011-99     AWARD OF CONTRACT – ACE ENVIRONMENTAL - YARD DUMPSTER
2011-100   AWARD OF CONTRACT – ALL SEASONS MAINTENANCE, INC. - 
       STREET SWEEPING SERVICES

2011-101   AWARD OF CONTRACT – WARNOCK FLEET 2011 FORD F350 PICKUP

       TRUCK
2011-102   AWARD OF CONTRACT – WARNOCK FLEET 2011 DODGE CHARGER 

Resolutions No. 2011-91 through No. 2011-102 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Sordillo stated that a sample ordinance regarding the regulation of ATV’s obtained from Watchung Borough is a good model.  The governing body will review and make recommendations.
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Mr. Krane noted that approval has been received through the Energy Efficient Conservation Block Grant Program for energy grants to improve the municipal buildings in the amount of $49,926. 

Mr. Krane spoke of the County Solar project.  One of the proposals is to install carport structures with solar panels on the roof.  The governing body discussed and is not in favor of this proposal.
Mayor DiNardo stated that there are no provisions regulating wind energy systems.  Mr. Lehrer opined that the Planning Board needs to discuss this.  There is a major concern over noise.  The governing body will further discuss.

The governing body agreed to the Public Works request for an increase in mini dump fees.

Mr. Krane stated that the County provided a revised drawing for the traffic light on King George Road and Mount Horeb Road.  The sign will be smaller and solar driven.  A drainage easement is necessary as well.  The governing body agreed to the new proposal; however, Mr. Sordillo reiterated his opposition to a traffic light.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos questioned Ordinance No. 11-02 concerning removal of board members for absenteeism.  Mr. Lehrer stated that elected officials are exempt under State law.
No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2011-86, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:
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Personnel – Public Defender Appointment
Litigation – D’Onofrio vs. Warren

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:15 pm.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:35 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















