WARREN TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD
MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, April 12, 2010 – 7:30 P.M.

Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room – 44 Mountain Boulevard
APPROVED
CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL
Mayor Sordillo – Present  


Mrs. Smith – Present  

Committeeman DiNardo – Present 

Mr. Toth – Absent
Mr. Gallic – Present 



Mr. Carlock, Alternate #1 – Absent 

Mr. Kaufmann – Present 


Mr. Freijomil – Alternate #2 – Absent 
Mr. Lindner – Present   




Mr. Malanga – Present 


Mr. Villani – Present 

Staff:

Alan A. Siegel, Esq., Planning Board Attorney – Present 

John T. Chadwick, IV, P.P. Township Planner – Present 

Christian Kastrud, P.E., Township Engineer – Present 

Anne Lane, Planning Board Clerk – Present 
FLAG SALUTE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OUR TROOPS

Statement by Presiding Officer: Adequate notice of this meeting was posted on January 21, 2010 on the Township bulletin board, sent to the Township Clerk, Echoes Sentinel and Courier News per the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey.  All Board Members are duly appointed volunteers working for the good and welfare of Warren Township.  We plan to adjourn no later than 10:00 p.m.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  February 22, 2010
On motion of Mr. Gallic, second of Mayor Sordillo, minutes of the February 22, 2010 Planning Board meeting were approved as distributed.

In Favor:
Mayor Sordillo, Mr. Gallic, Mr. Malanga, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Villani

Opposed:
None

CORRESPONDENCE
None

PROFESSIONAL STAFF/BOARD MEMBER REPORTS
John T. Chadwick, I.V., P.P., Township Planner and Zoning Officer – No report

Christian Kastrud, P.E., Township Engineer – No report

Alan A. Siegel, Esq., Planning Board Attorney reported the Gage case is being considered by the 


Appellate Division.  Mr. Siegel stated this case involves Mr. Gage vs. Sleepy Hollow of
Warren, LLC, on Hillcrest Boulevard.

Anne Lane, Planning Board Clerk – No report   
CITIZEN’S HEARING:
 (Non-Agenda Items Only) – Seeing none, this portion of the hearing
was closed.
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ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS:

PB09-02 – Owner/Applicant Stephanie Faccia, Block 198, Lot 65.01 also known as 101 Hillcrest Road in the Township of Warren, County of Somerset NJ.  Case #PB09-02 for a Minor Subdivision was heard and considered at the regular public Planning Board meeting on February 22, 2010 at which time the Board rendered its decision to approve the application with conditions.  This resolution is intended to memorialize same in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-10(g)(2).
On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mr. Villani, Resolution PB09-02 was adopted with conditions as distributed.

In Favor:

Mayor Sordillo, Mr. Malanga, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Villani.

Opposed:

None
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
ORDINANCE NO. 10-03 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED “ZONING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, BY ESTABLISHING A NEW SUBSECTION 16-26.1A ENTITLED “ZONING VIOLATIONS”.

Explanation:  This ordinance creates a new subsection within Chapter 16 (Zoning) entitled “Zoning Violations”
The Township Committee introduced the above referenced ordinance at a meeting held on March 25, 2010.  At that time, it was referred to the Planning Board for review and recommendation.
This ordinance will be considered for adoption at a meeting of the Township Committee to be held on April 15, 2010.

After detailed discussion and consideration, motion was made by Mr. Gallic seconded by Committeeman DiNardo to instruct the Planning Board Clerk to notify the Township Clerk that the above named ordinance is not inconsistent with the Warren Township Master Plan.  The Planning Board has no further recommendations regarding this ordinance.
In Favor:
Mayor Sordillo, Committeeman DiNardo, Mr. Gallic, Mr. Kaufmann, Mr. Lindner,



Mr. Malanga, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Villani.

Opposed:
None
Approval of revised Planning Board applications – John T. Chadwick, IV, P.P., Township Planner and Zoning Officer.
Mr. Chadwick stated the Planning Board checklists have been revised.  They have not been revised since 1997, and they now incorporate new ordinance amendments regarding stormwater management, details on plans and fees.  The more detailed checklist will assist those that do not do a lot of work in Warren, as they are very clear as to requirements.  
Mr. Gallic asked if there is a specific checklist for Sketch Plats.   It was noted there is one, but not revised with this group.  It is Mr. Gallic’s understanding that a full escrow fee must be paid on the sketch plat that he feels is not appropriate since consideration of a sketch plat is generally a very short discussion with the Board.  It was confirmed that at this time, with the way the fee schedule is written, that full escrow fee is required.  The balance of the fee is then applied to the formal application, or if the applicant does not proceed to formal application, the balance of the escrow fee is refunded.  The Board recommended that the Sketch Plat checklist and fees be reviewed and presented to the Planning Board for consideration at a future meeting.  The Sketch Plat will be separate from the present checklists submitted.
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Approval of revised Planning Board applications Continued:
Motion was made by Mr. Gallic, seconded by Mr. Lindner to authorize the Planning Board Clerk to submit the checklists to appropriate officials for approval.

In Favor:

Mayor Sordillo, Committeeman DiNardo, Mr. Gallic, Mr. Kaufmann, Mr. Lindner,




Mr. Malanga, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Villani.

Opposed:

None

Open Space Master Plan Amendment – John T. Chadwick, IV, P.P., Township Planner and Zoning Officer.
Mr. Chadwick stated this item is an element of the existing Master Plan. The plan is also the basis for the Township Planning Incentive Program. The Township became part of this program in 1998 and has contributed significant amounts of money but now needs to be updated.  The language of the element has been updated to reflect some or all of the acquisitions of the Township since 2006.  The inventory, which is Exhibit #1 shows the properties regulated under the State Plan Program.  The first map indicates those properties that are in restricted ownership under the Township and the second map indicates all of the different properties that comprise the Open Space Plan, not differentiating between those that are restricted.  Mr. Chadwick described ROSI.  

Mr. Chadwick stated further discussion would need to be scheduled for a public hearing as is done for any Master Plan amendment.  Public Notice must be given to the newspaper.  Copies have been sent to the Township Committee.  We cannot date this in terms of the inventory without going through the Master Plan process. Keeping our official plan up to date has helped in the past in terms of the grant process.   Detailed discussion took place regarding the proposed amendment. 
Mr. Chadwick requested comments from the Board, noting that if there are none at this time, the amendment can be scheduled for public hearing and discussed further at that time.  Adjustments may be made at the hearing.

Mrs. Smith noticed among the open space and conservation areas, there are some that are landlocked.  Would it be correct to count those as conservation areas?  Mr. Chadwick stated these were lumped together intentionally so that parcel designation could be by title or by easement.  Easements are generally a result of a development application.  The Township has never purchased an easement; it only purchased title meaning we had ownership of the property in the end.  Mrs. Smith specifically asked about the parcel of land between Saw Mill and Old Stirling that abuts Route 78.  Mr. Chadwick noted these lots are landlocked parcels that could be acquired through easement or in full title.  These lands are restricted, in a form of open space in terms of developed recreation areas as discussed in the text of the proposed amendment.  Mr. Chadwick reminded the Board there is an Open Space as well as a Recreation Element in the Master Plan.  The Recreation Advisory Report was done in mid 2004, which is separate in terms of development.  This proposal affords the choice of open space or conservation area.
Mr. Gallic noted he was not sure the Facey property fit the criteria.  Mr. Chadwick stated that was an error and this property was to have been removed.  Correction will be made.  Also, with regard to the property off Washington Valley Road behind the farm stand, Mr. Gallic stated he did not feel it was appropriate to put the entire property in a conservation easement.  Mr. Chadwick stated this will be changed and the conservation easement will follow the contour of the other lots.  Various historic sites were discussed, and it was noted historic sites do not need to be shown on these maps, and they will be removed.
It was generally agreed that further discussion of this matter would take place at the scheduled May 10, 2010 meeting.
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REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS:
None
CITIZEN’S HEARING (Agenda Items Only:    Seeing none, this portion of the hearing was closed.
SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING:

     Monday, April 26, 2010 – 7:30 p.m.  
     Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room                                   

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion of Mr. Gallic, second of Mrs. Smith, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.









Respectfully,










Anne Lane, Clerk










Planning Board
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