MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 25, 2010
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 25, 2010 at 7:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2010 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Carolyn Scannelli, Deputy Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Regular Session and Executive Session Minutes of February 18, 2010 and March 4, 2010 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola spoke regarding her attendance at an Environmental Commission meeting and expressed that the Commission is interested in expanding their mission to include being a Sustainable Community. They will review their mission statement and report back to Mr. Plager. 
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Mr. Salvato spoke regarding his disgust with the upkeep of the Knitting Mill property.  Mr. Salvato expressed that Mr. Chadwick, Township Zoning Officer has yet to issue a summons.  Mr. Krane will check into this matter and report back.
Mayor Sordillo spoke regarding the Recreation Commission’s request to let the Board of Education schedule sport programs that are held at their schools.  These programs are not apart of Recreation Programs. The Committee agreed to return the scheduling to the Board of Education.
The comment on the agenda items portion was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2010-75 for the 

payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-75 is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Sordillo stated that Warren Township received from our insurance carrier, a Certificate of Achievement and a check for our safety incentive program for 2009.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-03, by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED “ZONING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, BY ESTABLISHING A NEW SUBSECTION 16-26.1A ENTITLED “ZONING VIOLATIONS”

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 10-03 was passed on first reading by a roll call vote. The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 10-04, by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN BY REPEALING, AMENDING AND RENAMING SECTION 2- 20.4, ENTITLED “FUND RAISING; SERVICE CHARGES AND FEES FOR USE OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES”
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On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 10-04 was passed on first reading by a roll call vote. The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 10-05, by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS TOWNSHIP REAL PROPERTY WITH CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS IDENTIFIED AS LOTS 9.02, 9.03 AND 9.07 IN BLOCK 32
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 10-05 was passed on first reading by a roll call vote. The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:

2010-76   AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE 
EXTENSION 204 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2010-77   AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 2010 WATCHUNG HILLS 
     MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE PROPOSAL TO THE SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

2010-78   RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – STREET 
        
     OPENING PERMIT
2010-79   AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF MUNICIPAL GROUNDS PERMIT AND SIGN PERMIT - LIONS CLUB

2010-80   AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH                              ATLANTIC AMBULANCE CORPORATION FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES TO ASSIST TOWNSHIP RESCUE SQUAD

2010-81   AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE LIMITED ONLINE ACCESS PROGRAM GOVERNMENT ENTITY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
2010-82   PROMOTION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL

                JOSEPH GRASSO & ERIK LARSEN

2010-83   AMENDING RESOLUTION NO 2009-27 ENTITLED “APPOINTING GR MURRAY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.”

2010-84   AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $50.00
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2010-85   AMENDING 2010 TEMPORARY BUDGET

Resolutions No. 2010-76 through No. 2010-85 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body discussed the budget memo prepared by Mr. Krane. The budget must be reduced to be in line with the Tax Levy Cap.   The governing body also stated that reductions have to be met to achieve the same budget as 2009. Many areas were addressed including that salaries have been frozen for non-union employees and would also like to ask all employees to freeze their salaries.  Staffing proposals need to be addressed.  Mr. DiNardo stated that roads still have to be maintained. Mr. Plager inquired into an allowable cost in utilizing Open Space Funds.  The governing body agreed to give Mr. Krane direction to reduce the budget to 2009 with transfers.  
Mrs. Garafola addressed an anonymous letter that was director to herself and Mayor Sordillo concerning consolidation of services. They both stated that when consolidation works for Warren they join.  There are many services that are not feasible for Warren.
The governing body agreed to the request from PSE&G to perform an endangered species survey at the Glenhurst Meadows. 
The governing body agreed to reject and re-bid 207 Mountain Avenue.

The governing body resolved to pass on the 2010 County Open Space Partnership Grant.

After discussion, the governing body concluded, if Wagner Farm Barn is too costly to repair, it would be demolished.
Middlebrook Health Commission asked for an amendment in their bylaws withdrawal date, to which the governing body disagreed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2010-87 Urging the State Legislature to Reform Interest Arbitration, was introduced and adopted.   The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Krane suggested further evaluation of the budget is needed before a decision can be made to maintain Washington Valley’s 61-135 tanker.
Privilege of the Floor portion was opened.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, wanted clarification on how field use is scheduled at the schools. 
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The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

Mr. DiNardo introduced and read resolution No. 2010-86, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Property Acquisition – Block 50 Lot 6 and Block 198 Lots 
9.09 & 9.10
Pending Litigation – 108 Hillcrest Road

      Personnel – Police Chief – Proposed Contract


      Labor Contract Negotiations – CWA and Dispatchers

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:45 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 10:20 p.m. 
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Scannelli, RMC







Deputy Township Clerk



















