MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

 MARCH 17, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 17, 2011 at 6:36 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 and  March 11, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola
Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor DiNardo presented a Certificate of Recognition to Mrs. Garafola and resident Patricia Cataruozola for their achievement of Somerset County Outstanding women for the year 2011.  Certificates of Recognition were also presented to the Watchung Hills Jr. Warriors State Champions.

March 17, 2011
John Chadwick, Township Planner, gave a report on the Planning Board’s discussion of the Dubois Road redevelopment plan and proposed housing units.  The maximum average habitable space would be set at 2000 square feet, energy star certified appliances and utilities will be required, each unit would have a garage and basement and no unit would have more than three bedrooms.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive Session minutes of February 17, 2011, the Special and Executive minutes of February 28, 2011 and the Work Session minutes of March 3, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-64 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-64 is appended to the official minutes.

Ms. DiRocco stated that several polling locations will change.  Schools will no longer house polling locations.  Washington Valley Firehouse and Our Lady of the Mount are the new polling locations for districts 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, and 13.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-03 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF LOT 4 IN BLOCK 188 FROM JOSEPH A. MELILLO TO THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-03 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 11-04 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” BY ADDING SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO THE TOWNSHIP’S POLICE DEPARMENT

March 17, 2011

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 11-04 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2011-65
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION 

209 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 

2011-66
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION 

204 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2011-67
AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF MUNICIPAL GROUNDS PERMIT REGARDING LIONS CLUB EXPO EVENT
2011-68
AUTHORIZING 2011 WARREN TOWNSHIP CAR SHOW AND SIGNING OF TOWNSHIP FACILITY USE APPLICATION

2011-69
AUTHORIZING QUALIFIED PRIVATE COMMUNITY REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE PROMENADE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

2011-70
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – TD BANK BLOCK 11 LOT 3

2011-71
AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF SIDE BAR AGREEMENT WITH PBA LOCAL NO. 235 

2011-72
AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT PATTON VS. WARREN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF HEALTH

2011-73
ENDORSING FILING OF RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE YEAR 2010

2011-74
AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT REGARDING DAMAGE TO WAGNER FARM BARN
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2011-75
AUTHORIZING FILING OF 2011 CDBG APPLICATION BY COOPERATIVE HOUSING CORPORATION FOR PROJECT “SENIOR AFFORDABLE SUPPORTIVE HOUSING - SASH”

2011-76
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $65,500

2011-77
AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP TO ENTER INTO THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE TOWING SERVICE AGREEMENTS

2011-78
SUPPORTING S2610 - SAFE PLAYING FIELDS ACT

2011-79
APPOINTING PATRICK BENNETT & JEFFREY SOHLER TO WARREN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
2011-80
AMENDING TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL POLICY TO PROVIDE FOR A TRANSITIONAL/TEMPORARY LIGHT DUTY POLICY

2011-81
AUTHORIZING POWER SUPPLY COORDINATION SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH DIRECT ENERGY THROUGH MRESC UTILIZING THE COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM

2011-82
OPPOSING THE FAA’S AIRSPACE REDESIGN PROJECT

2011-83
AMENDING 2011 TEMPORARY BUDGET

2011-84
AWARD OF CONTRACT - DOCK WATCH HOLLOW ROAD IMPROVEMENTS TO Z BROTHERS
2011-85
AUTHORIZING ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION GRANT APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,000
Resolutions No. 2011-65 through No. 2011-85 are appended to the official minutes.

March 17, 2011   

Laura Mandel, Green Team leader stated that Earth Day will be held on Saturday April 16th at the Municipal Complex.  There will be a shredding of paper event also.  

Mr. Krane spoke of previous discussions regarding assuming maintenance of the fire tanker truck.  The Township will bear the first $5,000 of the cost to repair this truck.  The total repair cost is $8,500.  

The governing body agreed.  A resolution will be prepared to memorialize the decision.
Mr. Krane informed the governing body that a company will be brought in to review telephone billing to determine if the Township is properly billed and in accordance with tariff rates.
Mrs. Garafola made a motion to appoint Ellen Waldstein to the Library Advisory Board, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-01 by title for second reading  and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND DETERMINE SALARY AND WAGE RANGES AND OTHER COMPENSATION AND PERSONNEL BENEFITS TO BE PAID TO CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, AND AMENDS ORDINANCE 04-28, ORDINANCE 04-36  AND ORDINANCE 05-17, AND ORDINANCE 07-66.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-01 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 11-02 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED, “ADMINISTRATION” BY ADDING SECTION 2-39 TO THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED, “REMOVAL FOR ABSENTEEISM”.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-02 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
March 17, 2011

John Raby, 155 Mount Horeb Road, stated that Mt. Horeb Fire Company is badly in need of volunteers.
No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read resolution No. 2011-86, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations:  Teamsters Contract; Pop Warner
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:28 pm.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:11 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















