MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 3, 2011
WORK MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in a Work Meeting on Thursday, March 3, 2011 at 7:31 a.m. in the Municipal Complex, 
Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, 
New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notices:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 

On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola



Mayor DiNardo
Absent:

Mr. Salvato, Mr. Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator

Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. Garafola stated that she has had detailed discussions with Mr. Sordillo and Mr. Salvato regarding the budget.  She commended Mr. Krane for another fine job on the preparation of same.

Mr. Krane noted that State aid will be flat and that the Township’s share of the Watchung Hills Regional School budget is 53%, which is a decrease of 2% from 2010.
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At this juncture, the municipal tax calculated on an average home valued at $612,000 would increase just $50.

The Police have requested the purchase of five new vehicles.  The governing body agreed to the purchase of three vehicles.  Mrs. Garafola brought up the issue of Police car idling.  Gas prices are increasing.

Mr. Krane stated that health benefit costs are increasing.  The Governor proposed that employees may be required to pay 30% of premiums within seven years.  There could be legislation.
Mrs. Garafola noted that the proposed budget is 2% under the levy cap, which equates to $400,000 under.

Mr. Plager stated that the Township should consider moving towards electric cars.

Mrs. Garafola stated that the Police must keep the overtime costs within the budget and requested that the Chief monitor this and attempt to reduce this cost.

Mrs. Garafola noted that the Township’s bond rating increased from AA2 to AA1 and that the Township’s debt ratio is .30%.  Towns are allowed 3.5%.

The governing body agreed that the reserve should be set at $750,000 for 2011.

The governing body indicated that they would like a flat tax rate for 2011.  Mr. Krane will search for more cuts in the budget.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that he read that all New Jersey town’s budgets would be on Townstats.org.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:31 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk










