MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 17, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, February 17, 2011 at 7:31 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 and  by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola
Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Albert Cruz, Acting Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. Garafola read a proclamation regarding Read Across America.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-01 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND DETERMINE SALARY AND WAGE RANGES AND OTHER COMPENSATION AND PERSONNEL BENEFITS TO BE PAID TO CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, AND AMENDS ORDINANCE 04-28, ORDINANCE 04-36  AND ORDINANCE 05-17, AND ORDINANCE 07-66.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-01 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 11-02 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED, “ADMINISTRATION” BY ADDING SECTION 2-39 TO THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED, “REMOVAL FOR ABSENTEEISM”.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 11-02 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Reorganization meeting minutes of January 6, 2011 and the Regular and Executive minutes of January 20, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, asked about the amount of funds required for the Award of Contract for a Fire Truck.  Mr. Sordillo replied that the cost will be approximately $929,000.

The Comments portion of the meeting was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-45 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-45 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
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2011-46
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT #2010-25

2011-47
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND – PARTNERS WARREN PROFIT GROUP, LLC BLOCK 82 LOT 7.01

2011-48
ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS ASSESSMENT REPORT FROM SOMERSET COUNTY REGARDING TOWNSHIP RECORDS 

2011-49
RELEASING INSPECTION FEES 

2011-50
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $65,000
2011-51
AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF CONTRACT - HVAC SERVICES TO ENVIRONCON, LLC
2011-52        AWARD OF CONTRACT - MUNICIPAL BOND   ATTORNEY
2011-53
AWARD OF CONTRACT - ADMINISTER WARREN HOUSING    REHABILITATION PROGRAM
2011-54
AMENDING 2011 TEMPORARY BUDGET
2011-55
AUTHORIZING SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH MIDDLE-BROOK REGIONAL HEALTH COMMISSION FOR GASOLINE

2011-56
AUTHORIZE FILING APPLICATION WITH THE DLGS – MIDDLE-BROOK REGIONAL HEALTH COMMISSIONS PARTICIPATION WITH THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMODITY RESALE SYSTEM
2011-57
AWARD OF CONTRACT - DONNELLY ENERGY SOLUTIONS - INSTALLATION OF SECOND PHASE OF ENERGY IMPROVEMENTS IN TOWNSHIP FACILITIES AND AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF SECOND APPLICATION WITH NJ STATE CLEAN ENERGY PROGRAM
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2011-58
APPOINTMENT TO SOMERSET COUNTY MUNICIPAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE

2011-59
OPPOSING SENATE BILL S-2664 REGARDING PUBLIC, EDUCATIONAL AND GOVERNMENT CABLE CHANNELS PROVIDED BY CABLE COMPANIES

2011-60 
APPOINTING 2011 WARREN TOWNSHIP GREEN TEAM MEMBERS

2011-61 
AWARD OF CONTRACT – CRIMSON FIRE, INC. AERIAL LADDER TRUCK WITH PUMP

Resolutions No. 2011-46 through No. 2011-61 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Chadwick, Township Planner was present to provide information on second phase of the DuBois Road redevelopment plan.  The next phase is the adoption of a zoning ordinance.  Once the ordinance is introduced, it will be forwarded to the Planning Board for review and recommendation.  The next step would be a contract with a developer and that developer would go to the Planning Board for approval.  A major site plan is a good source of revenue for the Township.  The process is approximately one year.  The governing body would set the percentage of COAH units to be required at the site.  Mr. Sordillo stated that it would be prudent to require energy efficient units.  Mr. Chadwick stated that this would be too expensive and would add to the cost of the units.  Mrs. Garafola brought up the Promenade development.  Those units were supposed to be sold at $300,000 to $400,000.  That did not happen and was not fair to the Township.
Mrs. Garafola asked the governing body to review, in detail, the Budget and call Mr. Krane with any questions.  She commended Mr. Krane on the preparation of the budget, which will be introduced on April 14th.  Mayor commented that the debt should be paid down on open space purchases and that there should be no additional purchases, unless there is a major benefit to the Township.  He also spoke of a reduction in the municipal open space tax to .01 and maybe eventually the elimination thereof.  Mr. Sordillo stated that the objective is to pay the debt off and eliminate the tax.  Mrs. Garafola and Mr. Plager agreed.

Mr. Krane noted that some of the open space debt will be paid in 2017 and then again in the 2020’s.  Mr. Krane stated that, as in the past several years, open space purchases can be paid for in cash utilizing the fund.
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Mrs. Garafola referred to the Historic Sites Committee annual report and asked if open space funds could be utilized for historic sites.  Mr. Krane replied that the funds could be used. 
Mrs. Garafola referred to the Safe Playing Fields legislative bill, aimed at prohibiting pesticides on fields.  Mr. Buro, DPW Superintendent stated that no pesticides have been used in two years.
Jane Asch, OEM Coordinator spoke of the letter of intent for project Alert AM Emergency Advisory Radio System in the Township submitted to the State Police.  The request was initially rejected, but then the State Police informed her that there is a FEMA grant that would pay 75% and the Township would have to pay 25%.  The governing body agreed to have the Township proceed.  Mr. Plager will interface with Mrs. Asch.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos asked for the open space fund report.  Mr. Krane informed him that it will be available in the Township Clerk’s office tomorrow.
No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read resolution No. 2011-62, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Land Acquisition – Lot 4, Block 188;  Block 82, Lots 14 & 15
Litigation – Patton vs. Warren Board of Health
Contract Negotiations:  Wagner Farm Barn
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:28 a.m.

Mr. Sordillo left the meeting at 8:38 a.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:42 a.m.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:42 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















