MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 21, 2010
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, January 21, 2010 at 7:03 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2010 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Carolyn Scannelli, Deputy Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Eleanora Hermann, Recreation Director, with the assistance of Mayor Sordillo and Committee members Mr. DiNardo, Mr. Plager, Mrs. Garafola, Mr. Salvato, recognized and distributed awards for Citizen of the Year Tim McGowen, Volunteer’s of the Year Liz George and Suzanne Smith, Jr. Volunteer’s of the Year Caroline Kelble, Christian Hansen and Marcanthony Cunha, Heather, and Recreation 
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Commissioner Adriane Stewart who resigned after serving more than 10 years.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular Session and Executive Session Minutes of December 17, 2009 and the Re-organization Minutes of January 7, 2010 were approved by a roll call vote, Mr. Salvato abstain from voting.
Mrs. Garafola thanked Congressman Lance for the new flag that he personally brought to Warren Twp Library on Wednesday, January 6, 2010.  This flag flew over the Capital.  

Mayor Sordillo attended the reorganization of the County and received a list of County Freeholder Liaisons, which will be filed in the Township Clerk’s office.
The comments on agenda items portion was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2010-24 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2010-24 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-01, by title for first reading and read the following:


ORDINANCE AMENDING TOWNSHIP OF WARREN ORDINANCE NO. 06-38 AND 07-25 AND PERMITTING THE EXECUTION AND FILING OF A CORRECTIVE DEED TO EXTEND THE TIME FOR CEREBAL PALSY OF NORTH JERSEY, INC., TO CONSTRUCT THE PROPOSED AND APPROVED GROUP HOME ON THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS LOT 22.04, BLOCK 114, AS DESIGNATED ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 10-01 was passed on first reading by a roll call vote, Mrs. Garafola abstained from voting.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 10-02, by title for first reading and read the following:


AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE WARREN TOWNSHIP REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT,” SECTION 15-5.3 (a) (3) ENTITLED “ESCROW FUNDS TO BE DEPOSITIED FOR THE PLANNING BOARD,  ZONING BOARD OR ADJUSTMENT, TECHNICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE AND OTHER REVIEW    COMMITTEES”. 
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 10-02 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2010-25
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – CRC 


COMMUNITIES

2010-26 
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT - MARTHA E. REEDER 

OF DOMA, LLC
2010-27
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT



MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY
2010-29
AUTHORIZING POSTPONEMENT OF PART OF 


DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS, AND 

RESTRICTIONS FOR CHASBOB, INC.

2010-30
AUTHORIZING COLLABORATION WITH SOMERSET 

COUNTY REGARDING APPLICATION FOR PARIS 


GRANT FUNDS

2010-31
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT – YARD DUMPSTER

2010-32 
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT WITH GARDEN STATE 

POWER SWEEPING, INC. - STREET SWEEPING 


SERVICES
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2010-33 
AUTHORIZING BLOCK 79 LOT 6.01 AS A 



REDEVELOPMENT AREA

2010-34
AUTHORIZING CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO 


ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN LIBRARY ACCOUNT OF 

FINES & FEES

2010-35
AWARD OF CONTRACT - LICENSED CLINICAL 


SOCIAL WORKER

2010-36 
AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF FIREWORKS PERMIT – 



CUB SCOUT PACK 182 & BOY SCOUT TROOP 228
2010-37
AWARD OF CONTRACT – DENTAL INSURANCE – 


DELTA DENTAL

2010-38
AWARD OF CONTRACT – L-3 COMMUNICATIONS 


MOBILE-VISION, INC.FOR MOBILE VISION CAMERAS

2010-39 
AUTHORIZING POLICE ACCEPTANCE OF 



FORFEITURE VEHICLE
2010-40
REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR DEDICATION BY 


RIDER FOR 
DONATION TO THE WARREN 



TOWNSHIP LIBRARY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

WILL OF GEORGE W. DEALAMAN

2010-41
REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR DEDICATION BY 


RIDER FOR 
FINES AND FEES COLLECTED BY THE 

LIBRARY BE TURNED OVER TO WARREN 



TOWNSHIP 
Resolutions No. 2010-25 through No. 2010-27 and 2010-29 through 41 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2010-28 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING AGREEMENT was introduced and adopted by a roll call vote.  Mrs. Garafola abstained from voting.
Mr. Lehrer reported that all issues have been approved by HUD.  Mr. Krane stated that representatives from CPNJ are present at meeting, and they have been very helpful in the handling of this process. The representatives thanked the committee for all their efforts and help.
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Mayor Sordillo stated that he and Mrs. Garafola received an anonymous letter concerning consolidating of services, currently Police Dispatch. He stated that consolidating services usually does save money, but this consolidation will not save money for Warren Township.   Mayor Sordillo read from his prepared notes which included calculations showing that Warren contributes 8% towards county budget, which is high compared to other towns in Somerset County.  If Warren was to join in the consolidation program they would have to pay more per resident because Warren is a wealthier town and contributes more to the county.  There will need to be a more equal distribution of cost for this to be more effective for Warren Township.
Mr. Plager stated that the same problem exists with the Board of Health, if they were to use the County instead of Middlebrook Health.

Mrs. Garafola recommended that a letter should be sent to the freeholders regarding these two county services, which is cost prohibited for Warren Township.  Municipalities should all pay their fair share for when using consolidated county services. 
Mayor Sordillo recommends that the 1st alternate for Recreation Commission Chris Brennan be moved to the vacant regular membership.  After committee discussion regarding appointing members to boards/commission, they agreed to interview potential members before an appointment is official.
Appointment of Municipal Drug Alliance vacancy.  Committee would like to interview Robert Heimmel at the next township committee meeting, regarding pending appointment.  
MUJC desires to have solar warning lights on twice a day before school/after school to alert drivers to reduce speed.  The committee members agreed to allow MUJC to install (2) warning lights at this time, with no cost to the township.
Middlebrook Glen Bridge is a pedestrian bridge which was installed by the condominium builders as part of their site plan approval.  This bridge is in need of immediate repairs.  Mr. Krane was informed to contact the association and advised them of the necessary repairs that must be completed.
Mr. Krane wanted direction from the committee regarding the half-story ordinance and the farm regulations ordinance.  Mr. DiNardo suggested
getting better clarification from Mr. Chadwick regarding half-story 
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standards and height restrictions.  Mrs. Garafola commented that this ordinance is costing too much money and when they want to discuss this and similar ordinances the appropriate professionals should be at the meeting for further clarification.  No further discussion is needed on this subject at this time.

With consideration to a letter from a concerned resident regarding cell phone use while driving on public streets in Warren, Mayor Sordillo suggested to inform the Chief of Police.  This is a State law.

Committee members discussed the amendment of fine fees regarding the false fire alarm ordinance, which was requested by the Fire Department Chief.  Committee members requested Mr. Krane to get data regarding fire alarm calls.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Heston Allocco, Mustang Trail, was a volunteer fire fighter from another town, stated, #1 killer to volunteer fire fighters is responding to calls; minimizing false fire calls will help the issue.  Also, put in an application for Recreation Commission membership.  Mayor Sordillo explained the process of committees recommending appointments.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, concerns with library entrance/exit off of Bardy Road.  Mr. Krane stated that signage will take place.  Also, concerns with the Analysis of Open Space Tax Revenue and Disbursements.  He suggested that this be examined to see the necessity to continue at this rate.  The Mayor suggested accumulating the money at this rate to pay down debt and then, put to voters.   Mr. Plager stated that some of this money is used towards Recreation purposes, township facilities need to be maintained, also prevents development.  “You need to look at the result of this tax, not just the cost”.  Mr. Krane stated, that this tax is at .02 cents for about 10 years.  Mrs. Garafola suggests Mr. Krane report back how much is being used to pay down existing debt and is all the tax being used to pay down existing debt, then reexamine tax.  Mr. Krane stated how some of the debt has been paid down from that tax this year.  
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Dinardo introduced and read resolution No. 2010-42, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
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WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

1.
Pending Litigation - Almeida
2.
Contract Negotiation - County Library System
3.
Land Acquisition - Block 198   Lot 9.09 &9.10
4.
Inter-local Service Green Brook School District
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:30 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:04 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Scannelli, RMC







Deputy Township Clerk



















