MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 15, 2014
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 15, 2014 at 6:38 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 9, 2014 and May 13, 2014 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Lazo

Mr. Marion

Mr. Sordillo
Mrs. Garafola
Mayor DiNardo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Carolyn Scannelli, Deputy Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Bob Schaeffer, New Jersey American Water was present regarding residents’ concerns over hardness content in their water supply.  He explained how Warren gets its water supply. He stated the water supply is comprised by surface water and ground water.  Hardness comes from calcium and magnesium. Mr. Schaeffer introduced a new pipe line project.  This would consist of a 16” pipe line installed at the Green Brook plant up to Top of the World Development. The project is due to start late summer and be complete by the end of 2015.  
Mike Payne, Field Manager Operations, New Jersey American Water displayed the new infrastructure plan and explained this improvement would bring in more surface water to the supply, which would then decrease the hardness. 
Residents expressed their concern over damaged hot water heaters, dishwashers and other home appliances and health issues related to eczema & psoriasis.
A majority of the residents were from the eastern side of Warren and expressed concerns about this new plan working.
Mr. Kevin Sumner, Township Health Officer stated that hardness in water is not uncommon. There is no related health risks. 

Mr. Sordillo commented that two years ago he had a medical blood test done to check for any potential cancer risks involved with drinking Warren water, tests concluded negative. 

Mrs. Garafola concluded by stating that there is a hard water issue which hopefully will be rectified by the new 16” water pipe, no cancer risks, although there can be skin issues. 
Mayor DiNardo summarized by stating that New Jersey American Water is trying to correct the problem.  They will keep the township informed of the project. Once the project is complete, they will address the township.
Mr. Lazo introduced Ordinance No. 14-14 by title for second reading/adoption and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED “ZONING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN BY DELETING SUBSECTION 16-5.34 ENTITLED “FLAG LOTS STRONGLY DISCOURAGED” AND REPLACING WITH “FLAG LOTS PROHIBITED”
Ms. Scannelli stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board for review and recommendation at a Planning Board meeting of April 28, 2014.  The Board determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.
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Mayor DiNardo opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 14-14.  No one wished to speak and the hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 14-14 was adopted. The roll call vote was unanimous.
The 2014 Municipal Budget hearing process commenced.  Mrs. Garafola stated that the 2014 Municipal Budget was approved by the Township Committee on April 3, 2014.  A summary of the budget was published in the Courier News on April 28, 2014.  Copies of the budget were made available for public inspection in the Warren Township Library and in the Township Clerk’s Office.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Lazo, Resolution No. 2014-102 entitled “Budget Examination” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous. 

Resolution No. 2014-102 is appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola and Mr. Marion spoke of goals and objectives of the budget. The 2014 budget had an increase of .86% over 2013 budget.  The township has very low debt.   

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on the budget.  No one wished to speak and the hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2014-103 entitled “Adoption of 2014 Municipal Budget” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2014-103 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Regular Session meeting minutes of April 23, 2014 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola stated that Glen Petrauski, Executive Director, of Somerset Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority is retiring.  Also, there is a Somerset County Senior Art Show at the Library.

Mr. Marion stated that the 29th Annual Fishing Derby is Saturday, May 17. 

Mr. Sordillo announced that the Lions Club is still looking for volunteers for the Expo. 
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Mr. Sordillo recognized Mayor DiNardo who was inducted into the WHRHS Hall of Fame.

Mrs. Garafola mentioned an upcoming COAH meeting. Mr. Lehrer explained that he will prepare a memo for the governing body summarizing the points, and stated that once this is adopted, the township will have six months to prepare a new plan. Warren Township has been aggressive and is ahead of compliance.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2014-104 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Lazo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2014-104 is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor DiNardo asked that the Township Committee consider reducing the cost of a roof replacement building permit for Stonecrest Community Church.  Mayor DiNardo stated that they are part of the emergency management shelter, and help the township in numerous ways. On motion of Mayor DiNardo, second by Mr. Sordillo, the permit fee was reduced from $4,800 to $480.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 14-16 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION 8-2.3 ENTITLED “ECONOMIC INCENTIVE WAIVER FOR BUSINESS OWNERS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP” OF CHAPTER VII, SECTION I ENTITLED “BUILDINGS AND HOUSING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, Ordinance No. 14-16 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Lazo introduced Ordinance No. 14-17 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $662,000 FOR CONSTRUCTION OF SANITARY SEWER EXTENSIONS TO PORTIONS OF HILLCREST ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, 
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DIRECTING A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT OF THE COST THEREOF AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $627,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.

Mrs. Garafola stated that this is a long time coming and that the cost is absorbed by the homeowner.



Ms. Scannelli stated that this ordinance was forwarded to the Division of Local Government Services electronically and a copy is filed in the Township Clerk’s office.  The Statutory requirement has been fulfilled.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 14-17 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 14-18 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $135,000 FOR ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $128,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

Ms. Scannelli stated that this ordinance was forwarded to the Division of Local Government Services electronically and a copy is filed in the Township Clerk’s office.  The Statutory requirement has been fulfilled.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Lazo, Ordinance No. 14-18 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 14-19 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER V ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL”, SUBSECTION 5-3.4 ENTITLED “LICENSE FEES; MAXIMUM NUMBER” TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF LICENSES BY ESTABLISHING AN ADDITIONAL PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR LICENSE

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 14-19 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

May 15, 2014

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2014-105
AWARD OF CONTRACT WARREN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC DEFENDER

2014-106 
AWARD OF CONTRACT - ZONING OFFICER

2014-107
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MUNICIPAL AUDITING SERVICES

2014-108
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

2014-109
AWARD OF CONTRACT - TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

2014-110
AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF $150,000 FROM THE 2014 MUNICIPAL BUDGET ACCOUNT “OTHER INSURANCE OE” TO TRUST FUND ACCOUNT “PROPERTY AND CASUALTY INSURANCE FUND”

2014-111
AWARD OF CONTRACT TO MAGIC TOUCH CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. PLUMBING SERVICES FOR TOWNSHIP OWNED/LEASED BUILDINGS & PROPERTY 
2014-112
AWARD OF CONTRACT – TATBIT CO.  FOR ELECTRICAL SERVICES THROUGH MRESC UTILIZING THE COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM

2014-113
AWARD OF CONTRACT – INLINE AIR CONDITIONING CO. INC.  FOR HVAC SERVICES THROUGH MRESC UTILIZING THE COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM

2014-114
AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF FIREWORKS PERMIT – 

2014 WARREN EXPO

2014-116
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT FOR NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM THE WAGNER FARM PROPERTY

2014-117
AUTHORIZING FIRST AMENDMENT TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT QUEST ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES INC. REGARDING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
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2014-118
REQUESTING APPROVAL FROM DLGS TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED TRUST BY RIDER ACCOUNT FOR THE PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE FUND

2014-119
AWARD OF CONTRACT – FIDELITY NATIONAL INFORMATION SERVICES

2014-120 
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MUNICIPAL BOND



ATTORNEY

2014-121
AUTHORIZING BONDS AGGREGATING THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF $3,572,000
Resolutions No. 2014-105 through 2014-114 and 2014-116 through No. 2014-121 are appended to the official minutes.
Resolution No. 2014-115 EXTENSION OF CONTRACT FOR NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM WASHINGTON VALLEY ROAD, BLOCK 76 LOT 2, was excluded from the Consent Agenda as there was a last minute concern about the property maintenance which has to be addressed and will be consider for adoption at the next meeting. 
Mr. Krane spoke about Resolution No. 2014-121, AUTHORIZING BONDS AGGREGATING THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF $3,572,000 stating all paperwork and procedures are in order to move forward.

The governing body agreed to summer hours for the Construction Department inspectors.
A 3% rent increase was recommended for 198 Mountain Avenue, the Mayor and Township Committee concurred. 
Mayor DiNardo stated that the Green Team is actively promoting Sustainable Jersey.  Watchung Hills Regional High School and Warren Township Schools both submitted letters stating their commitment to the environment and are both engaged in school based energy conservation programs, such as the Environmental Club and  consider “green” factors when making financial and educational decisions.
Mr. Krane spoke regarding the 2014 overlay project and reviewed the recommendations by the Superintendent of DPW. Mayor and Township Committee agreed.  The governing body is concerned with 
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the type of road materials that the county uses. Mr. Krane will direct the Township Engineer to look into this.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horsehshoe Road questioned Ordinance No. 14-17, special assessment bond ordinance for sanitary sewer extensions to portions of Hillcrest Road.  Mr. Krane explained that the special assessment would be against the lot owners and billed by the tax collector.  This assessment would be collected for 20 years. 

Mr. Lakatos also questioned Resolution No. 2014-121, Authorizing Bonds Aggregating the Principal Sum of $3,572,000.  Mr. Krane explained the bond process and stated that this ordinance is consolidating many ordinances into one bond. This consists of a variety of projects, large equipment items and $1,000,000 towards the new building. 
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Scannelli, RMC







Deputy Township Clerk
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