Warren Township Fire Department

“False Alarm Fact Sheet”
The Warren Township Fire and Police Departments need your help to reduce false alarms. If you
have a better understanding of your alarm system it will reduce false alarms, resulting in less
inconvenience for yourself and will not put emergency responders at risk while responding to false alarms

The effectiveness of your fire alarm system depends on you. Understand how it works, and what it takes to
keep the system operating properly. Ask your alarm company for written instructions for the operation,
testing and maintenance of your alarm system.

* PROPERLY DESIGNED ** PROPERLY INSTALLED ** PROPERLY MAINTAINED *
Fire alarm systems should be completely serviced and tested annually by a licensed fire alarm contractor.
The Nation Fire Protection Association recommends that smoke detectors be replaced every 10 years and
carbon monoxide detector be replaced every 7 years unless otherwise stated by the manufacture.

FIRE ALARM ACTIVATIONS

The Warren Township Fire department will classify all fire alarm activations as either EXCUSED or
UNEXCUSED. Unexcused fire alarms shall be subject to penalty enforcement. If a bona fide attempt has
been made by a fire alarm technician or other approved personnel to identify and correct any defect of
design, installation or operation of the fire alarm system, this MAY result in an otherwise unexcused alarm
being considered an EXCUSED false alarm.

In the case of a false alarm, the Warren Township Police Department will keep records of such alarms and
investigations on file. For such false alarms the following penalties shall be applicable in accordance with
section 3A-7 and 3A-8 of the Township ordinance:

For false alarms within a given calendar year the following penalties shall be assessed:

First False Alarm - Warning

Second False Alarm - $50.00 fine

Third False Alarm - $100.00 fine

Fourth False Alarm - $200.00 minimum to $500.00 maximum fine and mandatory court
appearance

In the event of a false alarm and no designated party arrives at the false alarm location within 30
minutes of notification to respond to that location, the permittee shall be fined an additional five
hundred ($500.00) dollars and a maximum of one thousand five hundred ($1500.00) dollars for each
violation. In the event that there is no lock box present at the location (commercial buildings), a
minimum fine of five hundred ($500.00) dollars will be assessed.

FALSE FIRE ALARM:

e Means the activation of any fire alarm system caused by negligence or intentional misuse of the
system by the owner or his/her employees or agents or contractors working in their homes; or any
other activation not caused by heat, smoke or fire which results in the response of the fire
department.

e False Alarms caused by the testing of an alarm system shall be considered unexcused false alarms.

e Alarms where the Fire Department is unable to gain access to the premises for any reason shall be
considered unexcused false alarms.

FIRE ALARM MALFUNCTION: Means the activation of any fire alarm caused by mechanical failure,
malfunction, improper installation, lack of proper maintenance or any other response for which the fire
department personnel are unable to determine the apparent cause of the alarm activation. This is
considered an unexcused alarm.

Thank you for helping us make Warren Township a safer community.



